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Voters pick Burnett, Talmage and Beach by huge margins
By MARY SCHLEY

M
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(Left) At city hall Tuesday night, Jason Burnett, Ken Talmage and Victoria Beach had a brief but enthusiastic celebration when the first
returns showed all three of them clearly headed to victory, while mayoral hopeful Rich Pepe (center) maintained his enthusiasm despite
his disappointing showing at the polls. As the returns were coming in, council candidates Bob Profeta and Tom Leverone chatted with
former council member Gerard Rose (right photo).

PHOTO SHOWS DRUG GANG MEMBER WITH AK-47
n Assault rifle carried on MoCo trail
By KELLY NIX

property adjacent to public land in an area Houser would
only identify as South Monterey County.
“We knew about drug problems there before,” Houser

A SHOCKING photograph of a suspected drug cartel member carrying an assault rifle through South
Monterey County backcountry has prompted sheriff’s
officials to step up enforcement.
The image, snapped automatically by a camera
deployed by a property owner to look for wildlife, caught
the image of a man apparently en route to check a pot
field in an undisclosed remote location.
“A local landowner had trail [cameras] on his property and brought us a picture of a Hispanic male adult with
an AK-47 or AK-47 clone tucked into his body, where
some marijuana was being cultivated,” Monterey County
Undersheriff Max Houser told The Pine Cone this week.
Law enforcement officials, including the Monterey
County Sheriff’s Office, have long known that Mexican
drug cartels maintain pot gardens in the county.
But capturing the image of a drug trafficker with a
semi-automatic assault rifle could be a first.
The area where the image was taken is on private

See GUN page 20A

A home-grown
star at PBF&W

AYORAL CANDIDATE Jason Burnett and council contenders Ken Talmage and Victoria Beach were elected with big
majorities in Tuesday’s municipal election. The trio will be sworn in
at Carmel City Hall April 17 and get to work tackling the budget, as
well as finding someone to fill Burnett’s vacant council seat, a week
later.
The winners were known just a few minutes after polls closed at
8 p.m. when more than 1,100 mail-in ballots — more than two-thirds
of the eventual total — were counted in the council chambers.
After the initial, but decisive, numbers were announced by city
clerk Heidi Burch, Burnett, Talmage and Beach hugged each other
and beamed as the sizable crowd cheered. With lots of reporters, family members, government officials and even political consultants on
hand, the election night festivities included balloons and a huge,
patriotically decorated sheet cake.

Final Election Results
For mayor —
Jason Burnett
Rich Pepe

1,159
398

73.4%
25.2%

1,037
1,005
361
356

65.7%
63.6%
22.9%
22.5%

For city council —
Ken Talmage
Victoria Beach
Tom Leverone
Bob Profeta

Percentages based on 1,579 ballots counted

By MIKE HALE

AT AGE 34, Alpana Singh is a Master Sommelier,
a television show host, an author and a businesswoman
about to open Chicago’s most anticipated new restaurant.
She owes much of her success to a failed job interview and a temper tantrum.
Fresh out of Monterey High School, Singh applied
for a server position at wine-centric Montrio Bistro.

See STAR page 13A

When the poll vote had been tabulated and announced, the celebrations continued at Sunset Center, where several hundred enthusiastic people gathered in a first-ever post-election party that included
all the candidates, along with former Mayor Jean Grace, U.S. Rep.
Sam Farr and other dignitaries.
Mayor-elect Burnett addressed the crowd, thanking his supporters
and contributors, and telling him their work wasn’t through.
“I have a very good memory, and I’m going to be calling on you
for help,” he said.
His opponent, Rich Pepe, was conciliatory and predicted Burnett
was going to be a “great mayor.”
“That was so nice. It was a huge cross section of people, with a lot

Inquiring minds want to know:

See ELECTION page 23A

Why is Dina Eastwood doing a reality show?
By PAUL MILLER

W
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Familiar people in an unexpected setting: Frannie, Dina and Morgan Eastwood
in a publicity still for their upcoming reality series, “Mrs. Eastwood & Company,”
which debuts May 20 at 10 p.m. on the E! channel.

HEN WORD leaked out in Hollywood earlier this year that Dina Eastwood
and her family might be featured in a reality show on the E! network, you could
almost feel the skepticism and disbelief
around the Monterey Peninsula.
“Why would she do that?” was a question on many lips. It seemed hard to fathom that the famously down-to-earth former
TV news anchor, who’s been married since
1996 to one of the world’s most celebrated
movie stars and is mother and stepmother
to two teenage girls, would even think of
joining the ranks of people like the
Kardashians and the cast of “Jersey Shore.”
“It started with Overtone,” Dina
Eastwood told The Pine Cone during a

After the ballots were
counted, the candidates
— winners and losers
alike — headed to Sunset
Center, where about
250 people had gathered in the lobby to
cheer them on. During
his remarks to the crowd,
Mayor-elect Jason
Burnett shook the hand
of his former rival,
Richard Pepe, and
thanked him for running
a “respectful, courteous
campaign.” Pepe said
he was surprised to lose,
but called Burnett a “brilliant, brilliant man,” and
predicted he would be a
“great mayor.”

See DINA page 20A
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