
n Protective sand barrier almost ready

By CHRIS COUNTS

USING BULLDOZERS to move thousands of cubic
feet of sand, the Monterey County Department of Public
Works shored up the southern edge of the Carmel River
State Beach parking lot this week so it can be reopened to
visitors.

Undermined by the Carmel River, the parking lot — as
well as its restroom — have been closed since October. At
one point, chunks of pavement dangled precariously off the
edge of the parking lot just a few feet above the river. The
restroom, meanwhile, sustained damage and appeared to be
at risk of collapsing into the river.

But when the project is completed, a barrier of sand —
about 12 feet high and about 150 feet long — will buffer the
parking lot from the river. And for the first time in more
than six months, visitors — and bulldozers — will be able
to access the beach from the parking lot, which lost about
20 parking spaces that are now covered with sand or disap-
peared into the river. When the parking lot reopens, it will
contain about 30 parking spots. The restroom will also like-
ly reopen this weekend.

To get the sand the project needed, public works received

a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers enabling
the agency to “harvest” 7,000 cubic feet of sand from the
beach where it meets the lagoon. As a result, the beach is

By KELLY NIX

A SEASIDE woman is suing the City of Pacific Grove,
alleging it wouldn’t allow her to open a chocolate shop because
she is black.

In a five-page lawsuit filed May 17, Janet Redding claims
she was not permitted to open up her shop at 173 Central Ave.
— which the city later allowed to be occupied by Happy Girl
Kitchen — because of her race.

“The only difference between the two businesses,” accord-

ing to Redding’s suit, which alleges racial discrimination, “are
that the owners of Happy Girl Kitchen are caucasians and the
plaintiff is African American.”

Redding also alleges “harassment by a city official,” claim-
ing that while an electrician she hired was performing an
inspection of the building for insurance purposes, a building
official came in and ordered the inspection to stop until a
building permit was pulled.

Redding “wasn’t aware that a building permit was required
for an electrical inspection,” according to the suit. “The [city
building] inspector said he received a complaint.” 

The electrician found some illegal wiring before a building
permit was pulled, and the electrical work was brought up to
city code, according to the suit.

But when Redding — who is seeking $1 million in damages
— told the city’s building department about her business pro-
posal and submitted plans, she was told there were only enough
water credits to serve 600 square feet of the space in the build-
ing, which is much larger.

When she asked the city what happened to the water cred-
its, she was told “nothing could be done.” She was also not toldn CPD gets victims’ money back

By MARY SCHLEY

A CONMAN accused of stealing tens of thousands of
dollars from Peninsula residents by convincing them to invest
in his gold and silver mines — and then fleeing to Mexico
when he was expected in court — was extradited in April and
indicted last week by a federal grand jury, according to Carmel
Police detective Rachelle Lightfoot.

Daniel Chartraw, 39, is facing 18 counts of wire fraud for a
series of schemes in which he
bilked investors on the
Peninsula and elsewhere out
of $2.4 million between Jan.
1, 2007, and Nov. 30, 2011,
U.S. Attorney Benjamin
Wagner reported May 17, the
day Chartraw was indicted.
During that time, he obtained
loans, investments and other
funds by claiming he owned
mines and minerals, or that he
had a $100 million certificate
of deposit that would generate
revenue for his partners.

Lightfoot first encountered
Chartraw in August 2010,
after an elderly Carmel
woman notified CPD she had
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Supervisor Dave Potter (center) at Cantinetta Luca restaurant
Wednesday with two of his key supporters: Carmel Mayor Jason
Burnett (left) and businessman Denny LeVettDaniel Chartraw

Fraudster wanted on
$500K in warrants
extradited, indicted
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Collins sues 
county for 
$25 million

By JOE LIVERNOIS

STEVE COLLINS, who is facing criminal charges
arising from allegations that surround the now-defunct
regional desalination project, has sued Monterey County.

Saying that he’s been libeled, slandered, ridiculed and
scorned, Collins is seeking damages of up to $25 million.
Each county supervisor is named in the suit.

Collins filed the action last week “pro se,” without an
attorney. The filing is a three-page document attached to
the 35-page claim his attorneys filed against the county
in September. The Monterey County Board of
Supervisors rejected the claim.

The court filing offers few new details in Collins
defense, but it does promise “additional data in future fil-
ings.”

It also said that while county officials continue to
shrug off his assertions as “fantasy” and “delusion” and

See POTTER page 13A

Potter facing strong challenge in June primary
By KELLY NIX

AFTER THREE elections when he was virtually unop-
posed, Monterey County 5th District Supervisor Dave
Potter may be in for the political fight of his life as he seeks
a fifth term. 

Looking back on his time on the board, Potter cites a
long list of accomplishments, including building the grid-
lock-busting climbing lane on Highway 1, helping save
county hospital Natividad Medical Center from economic
collapse and helping balance the county budget.

He also says he’s been a big advocate for Big Sur resi-
dents, supported a community wildfire protection plan,
pushed for much-needed road improvements on Carmel
Valley Road and fought to keep the Monterey County
Sheriff’s Office Peninsula substation open.

First elected in November 1996 by a 55-percent-to-45-
percent margin over Jeff Davi, Potter has retained his seat
every four years by eliminating all challengers in the June
primary. But this year, Potter, 62, is facing a credible reelec-
tion threat from Marc Del Piero, 59, an attorney who has the
surprising backing of some prominent local environmental-

See SCAM page 8A

See COLLINS page 14A

BILLS MOUNT FOR

FAILED WATER PROJECT

n Company says some costs 
will carry over to next attempt

By KELLY NIX

CALIFORNIA AMERICAN Water has spent as
much as $45 million on environmental studies, permit
applications, legal fees and other costs for two projects
that never produced any water and will spend another $12
million in “wrap-up” costs over the next three years relat-
ed to the failed regional project, according to the compa-
ny.

The money was spent by Cal Am trying to build the
Coastal Water Project — a desalination project in Moss
Landing that never took off — and the Regional
Desalination Project, which the company bowed out of in
January.

Some of the costs, which are being handed to ratepay-
ers, are outlined in documents Cal Am filed with the

See COSTS page 15A

LAGOON PARKING LOT, RESTROOM TO REOPEN
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Barely visible above a sand dune being shaped by three bulldozers,
the restrooms at Carmel River State Beach are almost ready to reopen.

See PARKING page 8A

See RACISM page 9A

Woman alleges racism, seeks $1 million from P.G.


