CONCOURS
WEEK

The biggest
events and the
most fabulous cars
... right here in our
own backyard!

Read all about them in
our colorful special section this week!
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Car crazy? Then you’re in the right place
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Hazdovac resigns
after 18 years
on city council
n Carrie Theis picked to succeed her
By MARY SCHLEY

T

HE CITY council unanimously voted Wednesday night
to appoint Carrie Theis, owner of the Hofsas House hotel and
recent appointee to the Carmel Activities & Cultural
Commission, to replace Paula Hazdovac on the council.
Hazdovac, who served an unprecedented 18 years in office,
tendered her resignation in a letter to Mayor Jason Burnett
Friday. Her departure from the council takes effect Sept. 7,
but she did not attend the Aug. 15 meeting regarding her

See HAZDOVAC page 9A
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For people who have cars on the brain, this week has been bountiful, offering glimpses of Ed and Kay Dina’s 1913 Fiat Type 56 touring car at the P.B.
Concours Tour d’Elegance Thursday (above), Fandango Restaurant’s diminutive Citroen in P.G. Wednesday (lower left) and a gorgeous Ford at
Concours on the Avenue (lower right), where Mayor Jason Burnett presented
a proclamation to Concours chairman Sandra Button (left). For complete coverage of all the can’t-miss events, see our special section inside.

Commission OKs 9/11
memorial design, location
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FTER REDESIGNING a proposed memorial honoring the victims of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks to
reflect the wishes of the planning commission, a group led by
resident CarrieAnn received support last week for plans to
mount a piece of World Trade Center steel on a granite boulder and place it in Devendorf Park. The Carmel City Council
will have final say over the proposal.
In June, CarrieAnn (her full name) presented drawings of
a pedestal of Carmel stone shaped like the Twin Towers that
would hold the steel, which she obtained from officials in
New York City and had transported by firefighters via fire
stations and police departments across the country. The steel
arrived in April and is being kept at the firehouse.

See MEMORIAL page 9RE

P.G. City Council weighs Mission to get shrink-wrapped during retrofit
repealing pension plan
HAVING RAISED $5 million in donations and grants — including the final
for cops, firefighters
$2 million in just eight months — a nonprofit announced this week that seismic
By MARY SCHLEY

HE PACIFIC Grove City Council voted Wednesday
night to look into the possibility of repealing a big pension
increase that was awarded to the city’s police officers and
firefighters a decade ago — an increase that has been
blamed, in part, for the city’s crushing debt.
The council’s decision was based on a report released this
week indicating that the 2002 pension hike for police and
firefighters may have been granted “illegally,” because a
public hearing wasn’t held and crucial financial information
on how much the boost would cost the city was not disclosed.
The council voted unanimously to consult with its attorneys and officials with the California Public Employees
Retirement System to find out what steps it should take —
which could include trying to nix the 2002 CalPERS contract.
“We’re asking CalPERS, ‘OK, we found [the pension
increase] was done illegally, so what are the ramifications [of
repealing the increase], and what are our options?’” city

retrofitting of the Carmel Mission Basilica will begin in late August and will take
about six months.
The work will include an innovative means of keeping the fog and rain out of
the exposed roof: The contractor will erect a shrink-wrapped structure above it,
according to Vic Grabrian, president and CEO of the Carmel Mission
Foundation.
The church belongs to the Diocese of Monterey, which is letting the foundation undertake the work to protect what is perhaps the most historic building in
California.
Deacon Warren Hoy, a Mission parishioner and spokesman for the diocese,
said the group made the restoration possible, and without its help, the Basilica
would have had to close when a new state law requiring unreinforced masonry
buildings be retrofitted takes effect.
The foundation undertook the fundraising effort and retrofit “for the sole purpose of keeping the Basilica standing,” he said. “We really would be unable to go
on without the help of the foundation.”
Shoring up the unreinforced masonry building calls for removing the claybarrel tiles that were installed during the Mission’s second re-roofing in 1936.
(The Mission was founded in 1771, and the Basilica was completed in 1793 but
fell into disrepair in the late 1800s.) Crews will take off the wood planks underlying the tile — but not the ceiling over the Basilica — and will drill holes down

See PENSIONS page 12A

See MISSION page 11A

By KELLY NIX

T
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To ensure the Mission Basilica never again
looks like it did in 1936, a foundation has
raised $5 million to retrofit it.
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