
By KELLY NIX

CALIFORNIA AMERICAN Water began drilling its
long sought test desalination well in Marina after months of
delays that included numerous public hearings
and at least two lawsuits aimed at halting it.

The roughly $4 million test slant well, being
drilled on property owned by cement producer
Cemex, will allow Cal Am to collect water-
quality and hydrogeological data for its pro-
posed full-scale desal plant. The well and asso-
ciated monitoring wells will operate for 24
months. 

“Drilling is under way,” Cal Am spokes-
woman Catherine Stedman told The Pine Cone
Tuesday. “It began a few days after Christmas.”

Cal Am must complete installation of the
test operation before the end of February to
avoid the snowy plover’s nesting season, a
deadline Stedman said the company will be
able to meet. So far, the project is progressing
as planned.

“It is giving us hands-on experience, up
front, on the construction of the wells we’ve
proposed,” she said of the test. “Once the test
well is completed and operating, and water-
quality data can be gathered, there will be a
wealth of information to help refine our design
and treatment process” for the desal plant.
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By MARY SCHLEY

‘FIRST, I want to make sure everyone understands I love
trees — it’s why we moved here,” said longtime Torres Street
resident and Alain Pinel Realty owner Judie Profeta. “But I’ve
been in fear of this tree for quite a few years.”

She was speaking about the 30-inch-diameter Monterey
pine growing on public property next to the house she owns
with her husband, Bob. It leans over their home and sways in
the wind, and the Profetas asked for permission to cut it
down, but the Carmel Forest & Beach Commission denied
their request last November, deciding instead the tree should
undergo further evaluation. 

By KELLY NIX

ACTOR EDWARD Herrmann, whose
death last week of cancer at the age of 71
brought tributes from all over the country, is
also being fondly remembered around
Pebble Beach, where he served as emcee of
the Concours d’Elegance for 16 years. 

“I liked him, and he would always make
me smile,” comedian Jay Leno, who is a fix-
ture at the annual car event, told The Pine
Cone. “He always had such gravitas and
authority. If he stood next to your old car and
talked about it, it sort of gave it provenance.”

Paul Woudenberg, who handed the mic to

Leno, Woudenberg and Button pay tribute to Concours emcee Ed Herrmann
Herrmann in 1999, said the TV star’s arrival
was a bit of a shock. 

“His gorgeous voice, commanding
appearance (not to overlook his beautiful
hair) and gracious style overwhelmed me,”
Woudenberg said. “But Ed turned out to be
the Concours’ primary asset. Unlike many
celebrities, he was self-effacing, helpful at
the show, brilliant in his automobile knowl-
edge, and always kind and gracious. It has
been a great privilege to know him, and I am
so sorry he is gone.” 

Concours d’Elegance chairman SandraPHOTO/COURTESY PEBBLE BEACH
CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE

Ed Herrmann emcees
at the 2012 Pebble
Beach Concours
d’Elegance, accom-
panied by former
California Gov.
Arnold Schwarze-
negger (light suit) and
comedian Jay Leno
(back to camera).

See HERRMANN page 14A

Council OKs removal of ‘really frightening’ pine
The Profetas appealed that decision to the city council,

which voted 3-1 on Tuesday to allow them to cut the tree
down and replace it.

At the meeting, city forester Mike Branson told the coun-
cil he believed the tree’s “likelihood for failure” is low to
moderate and suggested additional pruning and monitoring,
instead of removal. But Monarch Consulting Arborists,  hired
by the Profetas, said the tree falling on the house is “some-
what likely,” even during normal weather. The arborist said
the tree’s bowed trunk and the limited soil volume around it
were areas of concern.

See WELL page 14A

See PAYDAY page 13A

Drilling for desal test well finally under way
The project also entails drilling a series of monitoring

wells which will include instrumentation to check the
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Casing for the desal test well being drilled in Marina heads underground at the req-
uisite 19 degree angle. Construction started a few days after Christmas.

By KELLY NIX

STEVENSON SCHOOL headmaster Joe Wandke
got a $6.2 million payout ahead of his retirement this
year from the Pebble Beach boarding school, according
to tax documents reviewed by The Pine Cone. 

Wandke’s $5,640,211 retirement bonanza — which
came on top of his $341,498 salary, a $30,000 bonus
and other perks — was disclosed in Stevenson’s tax
forms for Fiscal Year 2012/2013, the most recent docu-
ments available.

Though the payout seems excessive for the head of a
nonprofit private school which is exempt from property
and income taxes, and solicits donations to support its
mission, Stevenson school’s spokesman, David
Armanasco, credited Wandke for the school’s signifi-
cant growth since he started there in 1983. He also
pointed to the $60 million Wandke has raised through
the years for various campus initiatives. 

Wandke, he said, deserves every penny. 
“As the school grew, Joe obviously earned his

worth,” Armanasco told The Pine Cone. “And the
school, in order to keep Joe incentivized — and obvi-
ously that wasn’t a big issue because he loved Stevenson
— created that kind of program so over the long term

RLS head got
$6M payday

See EVENTS page 13ASee SEWAGE page 12A

Event center gets approval for live music, metal sign
By MARY SCHLEY

SEVENTH & Dolores — the name of the new event
venue in the renovated former bank building at that location
— got its go-ahead for live music, as well as approval of the
metal wall sign its owners wanted, from the Carmel City
Council Tuesday. 

The actions mark a significant milestone in the history of
the building, which had been the subject of controversy, argu-
ments and court cases for more than a decade. Before Jeff
Peterson and his family foundation took ownership of the
property in 2011, John Mandurrago fought for a decade to
tear it down and replace it with retail space, condos and

underground parking.
The city eventually approved Peterson’s plans for its trans-

formation into a venue for mid-size events like weddings,
cooking classes and other gatherings, and it finally opened in
December after about a year of construction. Seventh &
Dolores is equipped not just with a large room suitable for
any sort of gathering, but a high-quality commercial kitchen,
an outdoor fire pit, and a smaller room with a wall-length
fireplace, among other amenities. Peterson said the project
cost $1.6 million.

“I have done everything that has been required of me.

See TREE page 13RE

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE BOARD president and general manager of the
Carmel Area Wastewater District are sounding an alarm
about two conservation measures they say will put the
sewage treatment facility near Rio Road and Highway 1 at
risk of being flooded — and potentially create a health crisis.

Under pressure from the National Marine Fisheries
Service, the Monterey County Public Works Department
plans to end its annual breeching of the Carmel River Lagoon
sandbar. Also, the county planning department is working
with state and federal agencies to install a barrier on the
north edge of the lagoon to protect homes from flooding.

But Ken White, a former Carmel Mayor and the president
of CAWD’s board of directors, warned that the two-pronged
strategy could have disastrous consequences not only for res-
idents, but for the economy, if the Carmel River were to rise
to such a level that it flooded the water-treatment facilities
for an extended period of time — a scenario he said will be
much more likely if the barrier is built.

“If the plant flooded and we ceased operations because
our pumps shorted out, the tourism industry would be dead
in the water,” White said. “Everybody would be without
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