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PUT YOUR HANDS UP!

By KELLY NIX

See SETTLE page 27A

By MARY SCHLEY

S

TU ROSS, who worked in public works for nearly
four decades, retired Wednesday, rather than staying on to
fight allegations he “recorded hours on his city timesheet
that he did not actually work,” according to a settlement
agreement he and city administrator Doug Schmitz signed
May 20. Ross is accused of playing golf when his time
sheets claimed he was at work as the city’s public works
superintendent.
After receiving an anonymous packet of information
about Ross, city officials hired an investigator to look into
the matter, and the results indicated he received $4,860.92
in pay for hours he did not actually work, according to the

See ROSS page 13A

PHOTO/COURTESY IRENE LONG

Police services officer Lisa Johnson and officer Jesse Juarez broke out
their snake-wrangling gear to capture a wayward reptile on San
Carlos Street. The snake had been hiding in the engine compartment
of a parked car. See page 10A.

Valve fails and sewage spills near Lovers Point
By KELLY NIX

J

UST HOURS after 220,000 gallons of raw sewage flowed
into the highly scenic waters off Pacific Grove Monday, Mayor
Bill Kampe said that there would be a “thorough review” of the
incident.
Shortly after 10:30 a.m. May 18, contractors with Monterey
Regional Water Pollution Control Agency were working on a
pump station at Ocean View and 15th Street when a discharge
valve failed to seal properly, which caused sewage to begin
flowing into the pump station. Rather than allow the waste to
ruin the costly facility, the workers decided to let it flow into
the ocean, where harbor seals, otters, whales and other wildlife
are common.
“All of our electrical equipment and everything else is down
there, so our crews had no choice but to bypass [the sewage]

1 9 1 5

Ross retires to
avoid fight with
city over timecards

T

HE HIGH-PROFILE legal fracas between restaurateurs David Bernahl and Rob Weakley is over, Bernahl
told The Pine Cone this week.
Bernahl, who founded the culinary company Coastal
Luxury Management with Weakley eight years ago, sued
Weakley in March, claiming that his former partner and
close friend “sabotaged” CLM during a “malicious campaign” after being terminated last year. His suit was in
response to one from Weakley in December 2014 alleging
that Bernahl’s new business partner, Charles Banks, had
failed to pay Weakley for his share of the company.
Bernahl told The Pine Cone that he and Weakley formally dropped the suits in April, just after this year’s
Pebble Beach Food & Wine event, but “had come to terms
some time before that.”
“We were able to arrive at a mutually beneficial agreement given all that had transpired,” Bernahl said. “We
have a lot of history together, and I was always confident
we’d be able to work through our differences amicably.”
When asked whether there was a chance he and
Weakley would regain their once-strong friendship despite
the ugly legal battle, Bernahl said, “Rob and I created a lot
of unforgettable memories together that I’ll always cherish.”

S I N C E

into the bay,” MRWPCA deputy general manager Paul Sciuto
told The Pine Cone at the scene Monday, about three hours
after the discharge began.
While workers from the MRWPCA and the City of Pacific
Grove’s public works department, including superintendent
Daniel Gho, responded quickly to try to pump some of the
sewage into holding trucks, it took nearly seven hours to stop
the spill. At that point, more than 200,000 gallons had already
flowed into the ocean.
“It was a very tough decision,” to intentionally discharge
the sewage into the bay, Sciuto said. However, if workers
hadn’t allowed the sewage to discharge into the ocean, it would
have filled up and ruined the facility — which he estimated to
be worth roughly $500,000 — and the wastewater would have

See SEWAGE page 26A

Local history librarian
to become city clerk
By MARY SCHLEY

A

S THE woman in charge of the Local History Room
at Carmel Library, Ashlee Wright knows how important
documents are when it comes to tracking a town’s development and progress. So,
it stands to reason she
would approach the task
of managing current
records with the same
respect and detail. That
fact, and others, played
into city administrator
Doug Schmitz’ decision to
hire her as the new city
clerk,
a
move
he
announced Tuesday.
Wright, who came to
work for the city in 2009
as an entry-level librarian
and was promoted to local

See CLERK page 26A

Ashlee Wright

Historic resources board welcomes next phase of Mission restoration
By MARY SCHLEY

T

The arch over the main entrance to the Carmel Mission will be replaced as part
of a $20 million renovation.

HE SECOND round of renovations planned for
the Carmel Mission easily received the historic
resources board’s approval Monday afternoon, paving
the way for improvements to the gift shop, courtyards,
parking areas, walls and other buildings on the complex
at the south end of town.
“I think this is a very, very good project,” observed
board member Kathryn Gualtieri. “It’s been thoroughly
studied, and I think the architect and structural engineer
have done a very thorough job.”
The Mission is owned by the Diocese of Monterey,
which is the formal applicant for the renovation project,
although the nonprofit and non-religious Carmel
Mission Foundation, which raised the $5.5 million for

the Basilica restoration and has set out to collect $20
million for the second phase, is the moving force
behind it.
Aptos-based architect Brett Brenkwitz was hired by
the diocese to mastermind the latest update of the
Carmel Mission — which was constructed in 1797 but
includes many buildings and elements added in the
early-to-mid-1900s.
While the Phase I restoration completed in 2013
focused on the seismic retrofit of the Basilica itself, the
next phase will involve slight modifications to the
Convento Museum (which includes the room where
Junipero Serra died in 1784 and is the exit for the
Mission complex), the Jo Mora Chapel Gallery (which

See MISSION page 27A
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Sandy Claws

By Lisa Crawford Watson

Jelly belly

Commission OKs
design for new Sunset
Center parking wall

JELLY IS a chocolate Labrador retriever mix, whose

By MARY SCHLEY

T

long legs suggest a Weimaraner, which should mean
she’s rather rambunctious, except she’s not. At the
SPCA, when her person heard she’s actually pretty chill
and easy to please, she thought, “That sounds like my
husband.” When she heard Jelly likes hotdogs, she
thought, “Just like my husband.” When she heard Jelly
can be kind of lazy, she thought, “She is my husband.”
And perfect for the family.
Her husband agrees. “Because we both work a lot of
hours,” he says, “it wouldn’t be fair to have a high-maintenance dog. Jelly’s really laid back. She likes to go for
walks, but only when she’s in the mood. And when she
doesn’t want to go any farther, she sits down.”
Jelly, now 2, is actually reluctant to do anything
unless she wants to. And she resists anything new. But
once her family convinces her to give something a
chance, it becomes hard to get her to stop.
“When we first got her,” says her person, “we
couldn’t even get her into the car. I had to pick her up
and put her in. But once inside, she loved the ride, and
now she jumps right in. The first time we went to the
beach, she didn’t want to have anything to do with the
water. Now, she likes it, but she won’t go in past her
belly. We should probably get her doggie swimming
lessons.”
Lately, Jelly has become a Carmel café hound, who
lies in wait of anything that slips off the table. She loves
food but apparently prefers gluten free and will not
touch bread or dog biscuits.
“Jelly’s pretty much a country dog,” her person says.
“But when she comes into the city, all the sights and
smells have her bouncing. Pretty much like the rest of
us.”

OPPLETON’S

HE WALL of the north lot at Sunset Center that collapsed during last December’s rains will be rebuilt — and
will get a facelift in the process, along with the entire wall
along Mission Street, the Carmel Planning Commission
decided last week.
While the wall that collapsed is bare concrete, other walls
at Sunset Center are faced with stacked Carmel stone. The
$320,000 budgeted for the project wouldn’t cover the cost of
facing its entire 230-foot length with stone, though, so planning and building director Rob Mullane wanted input from
the commission on what should be done, instead.
“It would not be feasible as a stacked Carmel stone wall,
as much as that would look very nice,” he said at the May 13
meeting. “So staff is hoping there will be suggestions from
the commission that might work within the budgeted
amount.”
Concepts Mullane and other city workers discussed
included covering the wall with stucco with stone accents, or
facing it with columns of Carmel stone separated by sections
of stucco.
Since the center is listed on the national register of historic buildings, commission chair Don Goodhue said the wall
should simply be repaired.
“These are walls that are not integral to the building, but
to me, the spirit of the thing is that we should not be adding
our 21st century ideas,” he said. “I think it’s perfectly consistent and appropriate to leave it as it was.”
But then he said the concrete wall could be covered in
stucco.
Commissioner Michael LePage conversely favored stone,
since that’s what’s on other walls on the property.
“My preference would be that the whole wall be veneered
in Carmel stone, because that would match Sunset Center,”
he said, but because there isn’t enough money, columns of
stone would do.
Commissioner Keith Paterson observed there weren’t
really very many options.
“It rather sounds as if we don’t have a lot of choice here,”
he said. “Stucco and Carmel stone seem to be the obvious
choice.”
As a result, the commission voted 3-1, with Goodhue dissenting, to have the wall covered in stucco, with stone-covered columns set around 10 feet apart. Commissioner Jan
Reimers was absent.

FURNISHINGS
“WITH DISTINCTION”
WANTED

MONTEREY DESIGN CENTER

299 LIGHTHOUSE, MONTEREY • 831 649 3083 • poppletonshome.com

CONSIGNMENT CARMEL LTD
232 CROSSROADS BLVD
CARMEL

NEW SPRING
ARRIVALS

Call Tracy at (831) 624-2860
Mon - Sat 10 - 5pm
PHOTOS OR INQUIRIES TO:
tracy@consignmentcarmel.com

suit and
sportcoat
SALE
JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Awaken to Spring!
Celebrate spring with a treatment and gift set for you,
a friend or as a gift for Mom!
Juvéderm® Voluma XC injectable gel adds volume to your cheek
area to correct age-related volume loss in adults. It provides contour and a subtle lift.
Buy 2 syringes of Juvéderm® Voluma XC, receive 1 complimentary syringe of Juvéderm® Ultra Plus and Voluma gift bag with
ColorScience blush (a value of $650). Available while supplies
last. All treatments are scheduled with our RN.
Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations are complimentary.
Please make your appointment by calling our offices today.
Gift Certificates are available year-round.
Visit our website for additional treatment, product information,
NEWS and Specials.

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757 Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

OCEAN AVE s CARMEL BY THE SEA s  
WWWKHAKISOFCARMELCOM
WWWKHAKISOFCARMELCOMBLOG

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

Hair Color Specialist
Cheryl Herr

Has returned to Carmel

Over 30 years of experience!

Specials

Highlights with Trim
Root Touch-up with Trim
Ladies’ Haircut & Style

$100 & up
$85 & up
$55

Haircuts always included in ALL haircolor services

831-620-2314
Dolores near 8th, Carmel
www.AffordableHairColorCarmel.com

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
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Plaza businesses hit with ‘Flood 2.0’
By MARY SCHLEY

I

N A case of déjà vu all over again, a second pipe broke at Carmel Plaza Sunday
morning and sent water pouring into the
same shops that were affected last week.
“I was here about 6:30 a.m. with the fire
department,” said Cheese Shop owner Kent
Torrey. Just like the week before, water was
pouring into his store from the shop above,
and “everyone was trying to figure out where
it was coming from and what was going on.”
He recounted watching water drip down
the chandelier and onto the counter in the
Wrath tasting room next door to The Cheese
Shop and seeing it seep out at the bottom of
the wall between Bistro Beaujolais and Sur
La Table. The flooding buckled the floors in
Impressions jewelry store, located on the
other side of The Cheese Shop, and even
pooled in the underground parking garage
directly below.
It turned out an on-demand hot-water
heater was to blame, just as was the case in
the first flooding incident. One heater failed
May 10, and the second broke at almost the
same hour May 17.
“The resulting water ran down into four
Plaza stores — The Cheese Shop, Wrath
Winery, Bistro Beaujolais and Impressions,”
confirmed Carmel Plaza general manager
Gayle Speare. “Bistro Beaujolais was able to
partially reopen and is able to serve customers on their outside patio, as their kitchen
was unaffected by the flood.”
On Monday, attempts to remove water
and dry out the spaces continued, and the
merchandise from Impressions was moved to
a vacant space in the Plaza.
Torrey’s inventory had already taken up
temporary residence in the former
Homescapes location a few steps from his
shop’s front door after the first deluge.
“Tenants are now coordinating repairs
with their respective insurance carriers,”
Speare said. “At the time of the flood, the
Plaza facilitated emergency restoration serv-

ices and continues to support these tenants
with onsite storage and other needs, until
repairs are complete and stores can reopen.”
Pacific Grove-based Hare Construction is
doing the work, but Torrey, for one, said he
doesn’t know when he’ll be able to reopen.
“We’re back at it, trying to get ourselves
organized, but our timeline has definitely
been pushed back now,” he said. “Memorial
Day would have been our 40th anniversary in
this location.”
At the time of the second flood, repairs
from the first flood hadn’t yet begun because
Torrey was still picking up the pieces from
the earlier deluge.
“We’re working as best we can, and we’ll
keep marching on,” Torrey said. “We have a
lot of clients calling and saying, ‘I want this,’
and we’re making notes, and we’ll try to help
everybody when we get back.
Meanwhile, Torrey is still trying to determine how much product he has lost in the
flooding. Most of the cheeses he stocks were
sealed and located away from the flooding.
And store staff have been able to clean and
buff some of the bottles of wine.
“We’re trying to salvage any of the products we can,” Torrey said.
Bistro Beaujolais owner Firok Shield said
he’s grateful to be able to continue serving
patrons outside while his dining room is out
of commission.“When it rains, it pours,” he
said. “We’re still fortunate our kitchen didn’t
get hit, but our inside is a mess — the ceiling
and everything is being pulled down.”
Shield said his main concern is losing
“those priceless murals on painted canvas
that are buckling.” Repairs will be extensive,
and he also could not estimate when the
work would be completed.
Torrey predicted popping a few bottles of
Champagne whenever that day comes.
“The saying is, ‘The phoenix will rise
again,’ and there’s no question we will — all
the businesses will,” he said. “We’re
extremely grateful for all of the support
across our county during Flood 2.0.”

CELLINI TIME

rolex

and cellini are trademarks.
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Police, Fire &
Sheriff’s Log
You can’t just make your own sidewalk
HERE’S A look at some of the significant

calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea Police
Department and the Monterey County Sheriff’s
Office last week. This week’s log was compiled
by Mary Schley.
SUNDAY, MAY 3
Pacific Grove: Woman reported she was
painting the bathroom at her friends’ new business on Grand Avenue. A male adult from the
shop next door was ranting to himself about
eternal judgment. He also reportedly said that
the “police will not be able to help, you, your
friends or family.” There was no direct threat
made. She requested the incident to be documented, as she is considering trying to obtain a
restraining order. Officer spoke with the male
subject. He said he was doing Bible study and
he tends to get loud. He added that he did not
mean to cause any harm, but he was concerned

for their salvation. He was advised that what he
was saying caused some concern. The male said
he did not mean any harm and would not be a
problem in the future.
Pacific Grove: Fire department dispatched
to a woman on Timber Trail who could not
walk. In the house, they observed rotting food,
clutter and a large number of ants. However, in
the refrigerator, food was recently purchased
and within dated guidelines. Water running in
building. Friend stated housecleaning service
comes twice a month. No family in the area.
Requested Adult Protective Services do a site
visit for further referral or services.
Carmel Valley: A female reported burglary
of a business at Mid Valley Center.
Carmel area: Unknown person(s) entered
unlocked vehicles on San Juan Road, Portola
Avenue, Pescadero Road and other streets and
stole items.
Carmel Valley: Schetter Road resident dis-

covered a deceased person on his property.
Deceased person, a 71-year-old male, was
authorized to be on the property.
MONDAY, MAY 4
Carmel-by-the-Sea: Visiting tourist located
an unattended wallet in the commercial district
on Lincoln Street and turned it over to CPD for
safekeeping. Owner was located, and the wallet
was returned at 1135 hours.
Carmel-by-the-Sea: Citizen fell while
walking on a sidewalk at Dolores and Eighth
and sustained minor visible injuries.
Transported to CHOMP for further evaluation.
Pacific Grove: School resource officer was
advised a student was selling marijuana to other
students off campus during school hours.
Multiple students were interviewed by administrative staff, and multiple students were suspended. This case is still under investigation.
Pacific Grove: Syida Drive resident reported his neighbor was violating a restraining
order by filming his wife and daughter.
Carmel area: Battery on Ocean Avenue
involving a 15-year-old female victim.
Carmel Valley: A woman reported her
mailbox on Paso Hondo, along with those of
two neighbors, were damaged by unknown persons.
Carmel Valley: A 14-year-old female was
arrested on drug charges.

CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA
Tel: 831-293-8190

Hours: OPEN DAILY 10:30 AM - 6:30 PM

www.AnneThull.com

www.AnneThullFineArtDesigns.com

Pacific Grove: Citizen on Lighthouse
Avenue called 911 for a business owner.
Suspicious male was in the business scaring
the owner. Owner stated the male has been
in the business before, and looks around.
Today, he stood in the store with his eyes
shut and spoke about contaminated water.
He asked her if she was the High Princess of
the store. The subject departed after the second request to leave. Contacted the male,
who admitted to talking about the water, and
noticed items associated with witchcraft.
Because of his beliefs, he wanted to know if
she was a priestess. Subject stated he would
not return to the business.
Pacific Grove: Shell Avenue resident
reported items were stolen from his mailbox.
No suspect info.

TUESDAY, MAY 5
Carmel-by-the-Sea: Female requested a
civil standby while she recovered property from

aiX
New Larger Showroom
SW Corner 5th & San Carlos

her estranged husband’s residence on Forest
south of Eighth. Estranged husband was present
during the recovery.
Carmel-by-the-Sea: Driver reported a noninjury collision with a parked vehicle in the residential area of Lobos.
Carmel-by-the-Sea: A passenger in a vehicle at Junipero and Ocean was found to be in
possession of a controlled substance and drug
paraphernalia.
Carmel-by-the-Sea: A probation compliance search was conducted on a probationer and
his vehicle at Junipero and Ocean.

SHOWROOM SALE
10 Minutes from Carmel

See POLICE LOG page 8RE

TABLECLOTHS

FRENCH

THE ARRIVAL OF SUMMER COLORS
Exciting Jacquard Designs / Coated Tablecloths
Handblown BISTRO Glasses / Olivewood

OPEN Every FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11 - 5
605a California Ave, SAND CITY
Hwy 1 to exit 403 (Hwy 218-Seaside) follow to Del Monte Blvd. Turn left. Continue to Contra Costa St.
Turn left. Follow until it dead-ends at California Ave. Turn right. 605 is just past City Hall. Phone: 392-7787
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December 25, 1941 – May 24, 2006

Here’s Lookin’ at you, kid.
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Dametra founder
argues for his
ownership of restaurant

LUMINETTE® PRIV
VA
ACY SHEERS

By KELLY NIX

W

HILE CONNIE Laub insists that she is Dametra
Cafe’s rightful owner because the restaurant’s business
license is in her name, one of the eatery’s founders dismissed
the claim this week, saying that from the start, he and his
partner have performed all of the tasks and duties, and paid
all the bills, restaurant owners do.
On May 4, Dametra’s operators, Bashar Sneeh and Faisal
Nimri, filed suit against Laub, contending that the well
known landlord was trying to “abscond” with their restaurant
and even formed a business entity for that “illicit purpose.”
And in a declaration filed in court this week, Sneeh said
Laub has “no meaningful role” in Dametra’s operations and
that he and Nimri are its true owners.
We “singularly paid for inventory and food supplies; paid
for kitchen equipment; and handled all employment matters,
including hiring and firing employees, administering payroll
and paying payroll taxes,” Sneeh said.
“We even paid for two different remodels to improve our
restaurant space,” amounting to about $250,000, he added.
Besides the Carmel business license being in her name,
Laub has said that Sneeh has acknowledged on numerous
occasions that he and Nimri are “managers” and that she’s
the owner.
But Sneeh said that from 2008 to 2013, they had a landlord-tenant arrangement with Laub, who received 8 percent
of Dametra’s gross profits, but did not get a cut of profits as
a “partner” of the restaurant. And as Dametra continued to
gain popularity and win various awards, Sneeh said he and
Nimri effectively became the face of the restaurant at Lincoln
and Ocean, and still are.
“Faisal and I have been recognized publicly (at events, in
newspapers, etc.) as the owners of the business,” Sneeh said.
“Despite this, Constance has never once approached us and
questioned why we were representing ourselves as owners of
the restaurant, or indicated that she — instead — was the
owner.”
While Laub told The Pine Cone last week that her son had
a hand in coming up with Dametra’s name, Sneeh, like he has
maintained for years, said it was their idea.
“We chose the name Dametra Cafe as a throwback to our
roots,” Sneeh said. “The name is a combination of our home-

See DAMETRA page 7A

May 5 – June 30, 2015

SAV
VE $100*
Hunter Douglas window fashions allow you tto
o design w
with light in so many ways
ways.
Illuminate,, soften or darken your
y
spaces.
p
C eate a shimmering
Cr
g glow
g , dramatic
rays, a soothing retreat. Ask for details.

OR MORE WITH REBATES

on qualifying
lif i purchases
h
of Hunter Douglas
window fashions

Accents Windows & Walls
26362 Carmel Rancho Lane
Carmel, CA 93923
M-F 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
831-626-9054
www.accentswindowsandwalls.com

Manufacturer ’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 5/5/15 – 6/30/15 from particcipating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued
in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee
will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Addditional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer
for details and rebate form. © 2015 HunterDouglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are
a the property of Hunter Douglas.

)*+,-./,,0.1.2334.
)*+,-./,,0.1.2334.
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Is your non-proﬁt, organization
or school searching for a trained
Beneﬁt Auction Specialist?

.

D@C.EF04...
D@C.EF04...

• Benefit Fundraising Strategies & Consultations
• Professional Auctioneer Services
• One of just 19 Benefit Auction Specialists in
the State of California

831.293.4461

www.PebbleBeachAuctions.com

GE.=33+.H
GE.=33+.H.I.JK.
.I.JK.
Lisa V. Taylor
CEO, BAS

MORE QUALITY TIME FOR LESS
SA
AVE
V up to $500 on additional seating and
ottomans with any qualifying purchase.

April 17 - June 22

INTERNATIONAL CUISINE ● OVER 55 FAMOUS WINES & BEERS
SILENT AUCTION & RAFFLE ● CLOWN ● VICTORY LAND BAND
DELANY ANN AND SOUTHERN SUNDAZE STUDENT BAND
SUPPORTS 21 CARMEL VALLEY ROTARY FOUNDATION PROJECTS

Wine, Beer & food $35 ~ food only $20
KIDS UNDER 6 FREE! 831.624.8886 TICKETS AT THE EVENT or TheBarnyard.Eventbrite.com

*See your sales associate for complete details.

246 Forest Ave., Paciﬁc Gr
G ove | 831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm
m • Sun Noon-5pm
www.mumsfurrniture.com

Bernardus Winery | Carmel Valley Brewing | Chateau Marie Antoinette Wines
Chesebro Wines | Coastview Vineyard | Craft Artisan Ales
Deerfield Ranch Winery | De Tierra Vineyards | Great American Wineries
Idle Hour Winery | J. McFarland Wines | Joyce | Mercy | Monterey Bay Brewing
Company | Morgan Winery | Otter Cove Wines | Pasrsonage Village Vineyard
Pelerin Wines | Pierce Ranch | Shale Canyon Wines | Stone Brewing | Storrs Winery
& Vineyard | Talbott Vineyards | Tudo Wines | Ventana Wineyards | Wrath

The Barnyard Shopping Village is located off of Carmel Rancho Lane.
Parking is always abundant and FREE!
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564
44 Telegraph Avenue | Oakland, CA 94609| 510-428-0100 | info@clars.com

Fine Art | Decorative Arts | Asian Art
A | Jewelry | Furniture | Automobiles | visit us online at www.clars.com
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Also featuring ÀQHH[DPSOHVRI3HULRGWK WK&HQWXU\$QWLTXHVIURPWKHOHJHQGDU\
7URWWHU·V$QWLTXHV3DFLÀF*URYH&$

Group disputes EIR’s conclusions
about desal’s impact on wells

acquired the farm.”
Del Piero’s response was made in
MEMBER of the Ag Land Trust this response to comments from EIR consultant
week rejected findings in the environmental Eric Zigas, who told The Pine Cone last
impact report for California American week that the EIR team could not find an
Water’s proposed desalination plant that the active Ag Land Trust well.
But Del Piero contends the trust’s “big
group doesn’t have any active wells near the
well,” located on the west side of Highway 1,
desal project’s site.
The environmental review released at the is, in fact, operational and provides irrigation
end of April indicated that there weren’t any water for Armstrong Ranch in Marina. The
Napoleon III onyx and
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Monterey prior to the trust’s acquisition of lic, reps of organizations, etc., that our well
the farm, which began in 1993. Neither of is operable,” he said, “and that Cal Am
these wells has ever been capped. They are lawyers and representatives have been misSupport Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
both operable and have been since the trust representing its operable condition and the
quality of water produced
therefrom.”
He also accused The Pine
Cone of being a “cheerleader” for Cal Am and
called the California Public
Utilities Commission, which
is processing Cal Am’s desal
application, “the gang that
couldn’t shoot straight.”
However, Martin Feeney,
a hydrogeologist and a member of the team evaluating
water-quality data from Cal
Am’s test desal operation,
told The Pine Cone that
while there is a well on the
east side of Highway 1 —
near a booster pump that
delivers recycled water to
farmland — that well is not
connected to any irrigation
system and is not used for
farming because the groundwater has long been intruded
with saltwater. And though
water from the well is sometimes used for dust control, it
can’t be used to water plants,
Feeney said.
“How can someone be
concerned about damaging
the aquifer when it’s already
been damaged to the point
where it’s not of beneficial
use?” Feeney said.
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submitted in support of an
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application for a restraining
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operating the test well, he
claimed that, “over 160 acres
are under cultivation and use
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Dam will come down with a fizzle, not a boom
By CHRIS COUNTS

S

OMETIME IN late summer or early
fall, the San Clemente Dam will be demolished, an event that will make steelhead
advocates very happy. But the dam won’t
come down quickly with a big bang and a
cloud of dust. Instead, it will be destroyed
over six to eight weeks with a hoe ram, a
powerful attachment that essentially turns an
excavator into a giant jackhammer.
The actual tear down of the dam will cap
a busy third season of work on the $83 million project. Constructed in 1921, the 106foot-high concrete arch dam no longer
serves any purpose and is considered an seismic safety risk. Also, environmentalists say
the removal of the dam will restore “unimpaired access” to over 25 miles of steelhead

DAMETRA
From page 5A
lands: Damascus and Petra. Our menu is
comprised of food we grew up with.”
Laub’s business partner, Mark Morris,
declared last week that Nimri and Sneeh
always accepted that they were Dametra’s

habitat.
The owner of the dam, California
American Water, anticipated taking down the
dam with explosives. But instead, the project’s contractor, Granite Construction, has
opted to do the job with the hoe ram for safety reasons.
“We preferred the explosives option,” Cal
Am project manager Aman Gonzalez told
The Pine Cone. “But the decision was made
by the contractor, who was concerned there
was too much risk and uncertainty.”
For now, though, the project to take out
the dam — which began in 2013 — is
focused on dewatering the reservoir behind
it. Gonzalez said it’s essential that too much
water isn’t released at once because it could
cause flooding in the Carmel River Lagoon.
But he said it’s important that enough water

managers and Laub was its owner.
The two men contend that Morris and
Laub demanded as much as $45,000 per
month from them for the space but that they
settled at $27,500.
A Monterey County Superior Court Judge
issued a temporary restraining order against
Laub ruling she cannot interfere with the
business. The parties will be back in court for
another hearing on May 28.

California Contractors License #996815

Memorial
Weekend Sale
May 22nd -25th
i
h

W W W . P R I M S H A R D W WA R E . C O M

th

t

O
OFF

t tthe store

546 Carmel Rancho Boulevard
(At the mouth of Carmel Valley)
Carmel, CA 93923

(831) 620-1251
Mon-Sat: 8:00-6:00
Sun: 9:00-5:00

Success-Driven Results.
For real estate information and more, including the
CalAm water supply developments,
visit www.marybellproperties.com

831.595.4999
www.MaryBellProperties.com

Innovative
Concepts
Construcon, Inc.

7A

At the same time, work will continue on
the “combined flow reach,” a half-mile channel located directly above the dam site. Until
last winter, San Clemente Creek exclusively
flowed down the channel, but after the
rerouting of the Carmel River, it, too, now
flows down it.
Specifically, large boulders will be
trucked in to the area to help create step
pools, which will make it easier for steelhead
to travel up the river. The water now in the
channel will be rerouted downstream
through a pipe while the work is being done.
This job will take two to three months.
When those tasks are completed, the
long-awaited demolition of the dam can
finally begin.
While no traffic delays are expected
along Carmel Valley Road this summer as a
result of the project, Gonzalez said a shortage of onsite boulders will require that many
be trucked in during June.

Mary Bell

Stoppopcorn.com
(831) 2048095

is released so the Carmel River doesn’t dry
up too soon. “It’s a balancing act,” Gonzalez
said.
Also, biologists are busy rescuing steelhead from the reservoir and relocating them
downstream or in the sea, depending on their
size.
Next, vehicle access roads to work areas
will need to be regraded because they were
inundated with water over the winter. Then
the project will shift to completing the “stabilized sediment slope,” which is an engineered structure — or “plug” — which holds
in place the sediment removed from the project site. The sediment is now located along a
dewatered stretch of the Carmel River called
the “sediment stockpile area.” The job will
take a month or two to complete.
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Volunteers brave poison oak and more
to clear beleaguered Big Sur trail
By CHRIS COUNTS

UNDETERRED BY the sweaty and
back-aching labor their work requires, volunteers are trying to breath new life into an
old hiking trail that has been virtually
impassable since the Basin Complex Fire.
Known as the Big Sur Trail, the 8.6-mile
route leads from Cold Spring Camp along
the Coast Ridge Road to the Pine Ridge
Trail. It also provides a way for backpackers
to reach camping sites along the Big Sur
River’s South Fork, which despite its waterfalls, swimming holes and idyllic picnic
spots, receives very few visitors compared to
the more accessible North Fork, where the
popular but crowded Sykes Hot Springs is
located.
“The Big Sur Trail is a really good example of what the Ventana Wilderness really is,”
explained Maria Ferdin, who is leading an
effort by the nonprofit Ventana Wilderness
Alliance to clear and make improvements to
the trail. “It’s a place where you can go to
experience nature and silence and the beauty
of where we live.”

Like other local hiking paths, the Big Sur
Trail suffered badly as a result of the 2008
Basin Complex Fire. The blaze killed countless trees, many of which fell on the trail.
With the steep terrain stripped bare of erosion-controlling vegetation, landslides
buried sections of the path throughout the
winter that followed. And the dense vegetation Big Sur is famous for returned the next
spring with a vengeance, enveloping much
of the trail.
Over the past year, more than 50 volunteers have braved the elements — and an
abundance of poison oak — to open the trail.
So far, they’ve cleared about 2.5 miles.
“This is a long-term project,” Ferdin said.
“It entails a lot of labor and a lot of volunteers. Optimistically, it’s going to take another year.”
Despite the challenges, Ferdin said she
believes the project is worthy of all the hard
work — particularly in light of the fiscal
challenges the United States Forest Service
is facing.
“These trails belong to all of us,” she
added. “I’m happy to do it.”
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And the beekeeper’s
girlfriend’s answer was ...

Soroptomists host
talk on homelessness
KELLIE KEANE, who spent years living in her car on the
streets of the Monterey Peninsula before recently getting
into a transitional housing program, will present, “Surviving
Homelessness in Your 80s,” at a meeting of Soroptomists at
Jacks Restaurant in the Portola Hotel in Monterey May 27 at
11:30 a.m. The meeting is free and open to the public, and
attendees are encouraged to order lunch from the Jacks menu
while there, though it’s not required.
Soroptomist International is also raising money to help
the homeless, and a $25 donation will purchase a new sleeping bag and a tarp for a homeless woman, or will fill a tote
bag with non-perishable food, clothes and toiletries.
For more information or to become a member, visit
www.SICarmelBay.org. To donate to the “Necessary and
Nice Bags” effort, call Terri Brazinsky at (831) 596-9123, or
contact the group at SICB, P.O. Box 2664, Carmel, CA
93921 or sicbterri@gmail.com.
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STUTE PINE Cone readers are probably wondering
what came of the marriage proposal in last week’s beekeeping story. In it, beekeeper Don Hollenbeck discussed a feral
colony of bees he manages and the business he runs with his
girlfriend, Robin Redding.
At the end of a paragraph about two-thirds of the way
through the story was this sentence: “By the way, Robin, Don
said to tell you he wants to marry you.”
Hollenbeck asked The Pine Cone to include the proposal
in the story, and the newspaper was happy to oblige.
When the story came out Thursday night, Redding’s adult
son, Evan, read it right away but somehow managed to contain himself until Friday morning, when he and a friend
arrived at her home with the paper, grinning mischievously.
They insisted Redding read the column right away
because she was mentioned in it. A few minutes later she
threw the paper down in shock. Soon after, she called
Hollenbeck.
He began his formal proposal with, “Robin, I want to be
your husband for the rest of my life.”
She said yes.

The Carmel Pine Cone
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Cops are snake wranglers, too
A 5-FOOT-LONG snake that probably
hitched a ride from Laguna Seca briefly
explored a gutter on San Carlos Street before
climbing inside the car and curling up
behind the grille, resident Irene Long told
The Pine Cone.
Long said she was on her way to the post
office when she spotted the snake on the
ground next to a car and called police. She
also stood by and waited for the vehicle’s
owner to return so she could offer a warning.
As Suzette Pellegrini, who had watched
her son race at the Laguna Seca track before
heading to downtown Carmel, approached
her car, Long told her about the reptile
before noticing the snake had crawled back
up into the vehicle.
When they moved closer to investigate,

“the snake poked its head out onto the front
bumper of the car,” Long said, prompting
Pellegrini to snap a few photos and wonder
aloud, “Where’s a mongoose when you need
one?”
Police services officer Lisa Johnson and
officer Jesse Juarez arrived and, with snake
hooks in hand, tried to capture it, but the
creature kept eluding them until Johnson
finally prodded it out of the car.
The two of them then worked to bag the
snake so it could be released in the wild,
somewhere out of harm’s way.
The snake was obviously not a rattlesnake, which is a common species in
Monterey County. Except for that, however,
Long did not provide any information about
what kind of snake it was.

Tourist killed in Big Sur
trying to stop runaway rental car
A WOMAN who was visiting from China
died May 17 in a freak accident that happened along Highway 1 in Big Sur near Julia
Pfeiffer Burns State Park.
Accompanied by her husband and her
daughter — who is a college student in St.
Louis, Mo. — the woman was traveling
north to San Francisco in a rented Chevrolet
when they stopped along the east side of the
scenic route near the 36-mile marker, probably just to take in the view, said officer Jaime
Rios of the California Highway Patrol.
Moments later, the husband and daughter
crossed over to the west side of the highway.
From there, they looked back and noticed the

car was rolling backward, and the mother
was still near it.
“She ran to the driver side’s of the vehicle, opened the door and was attempting to
stop it from rolling,” Rios explained. “But
she tripped and fell backward, and was
struck by the runaway vehicle. Several
passersby stopped to render aid, but she was
pronounced deceased at the scene.”
The woman, whose name was provided as
Lei Guzngzhon, was 47 years old. It was not
known what part of China she was from.
Highway 1 was closed in both directions
for more than two hours as a result of the
incident, the CHP reported.

Library assistant honored by county
Just Sold - Dolores 4 NW 2nd

LIBRARIANS ARE often unsung heroes,
portrayed in fiction as solitary and bookish.
In Diana Curtice’s case, nothing could be
further from the truth. The Tularcitos
Elementary School library assistant was recognized as Monterey County’s 2015
Classified School Employee of the Year.
Curtice was honored in a ceremony
Monday night at the Monterey County
Office of Education. Among other things,

the award recognized her efforts — on her
own time — to organize and run a summer
bookmobile for children in Cachagua who
might not otherwise have access to a library
outside of the school year.
Tularcitos Principal Ryan Peterson’s
nomination read in part, “Diana Curtice
invests her whole self in her students’ lives
both in and out of school.” High praise for
any educator, indeed!
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Holman Building to become 25 condos
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

STANDING-ROOM-ONLY crowd
packed the Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History May 21 to learn about an
ambitious plan to build 25 condominiums in
the city’s aging Holman Building at 542
Lighthouse Ave.
“We’re going to restore the building and
bring back the grandeur it truly deserves,”
said David Gash of Monterey Capital Real
Estate Development, which is in escrow to
buy the Holman Building from Nader Agha
for $5.9 million. “We’re going to kick off a
new spirit downtown. We are super-firedup.”
The night before the workshop, the
Pacific Grove City Council voted unanimously to subdivide the Holman block into
two parcels, an action Gash said was necessary for the condo project to move forward.
Ranging from 1,700 to 2,100 square feet,
the condos would be located from the building’s second floor to the roof. Gash estimat-

ed they will sell for between $500 and $600
per square foot.
The first floor of the building would continue to be dedicated to retail space. In particular, Gash cited Monterey County Bank
and Jennini Kitchen & Wine Bar as tenants
he hopes will remain. “We have no intention
of moving them,” Gash insisted.
Located on the second floor directly
above the bank and the restaurant would be a
3,000- to 4,000-square-foot event space.
Gash said the idea came from Moe Ammar,
the president of the Pacific Grove Chamber
of Commerce. Ammar told The Pine Cone
the space could be used for weddings, conferences, seminars and other events.
“We don’t have anything like this,” said
Ammar. “It will bring people downtown.”
The building’s basement would be converted into an underground parking lot for
the residents of the condos. The existing
parking lot would be split between the two

See HOLMAN page 26A
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the organizer of your healthcare, a starting point. And when you require
more specialized treatment, the Primary Care Provider facilitates the
process by recommending specialists and coordinating the care of those
practitioners. Most importantly, a primary care provider is constantly
looking at ways to both get and keep you healthy.
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Fresno, CA 93704
P: 559.449.8690

| www.FordFG.com | TF: 858.449.8669

The Wealth Managers of the Ford Financial Group are also Registered Representatives with and securities and
advisory services are offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.
*June 2006—2013; based on advisor’s assets under management, revenue, regulatory record, quality of practice and philanthropic work.
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Drones create cool
pictures but also
regulatory headaches
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Our monterey location offers the same quality service
you have come to rely on in Capitola for over 16 years.
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By ELAINE HESSER

I

T’S 2015, yet people aren’t enjoying a sweeping view of
Point Lobos from the comfort of their flying cars or getting a
pelican’s-eye-view of Fisherman’s Wharf with a jet pack. And
forget about avoiding traffic on Carmel Hill by having someone beam you to the Tuck Box. However, it is possible to get
some cool pictures of our area and its inhabitants, thanks to
drones.
Drones, technically called “unmanned aerial vehicles,”
are no longer restricted to military operations — or annoying
the heck out of the Secret Service. Amateurs and professionals use them for aerial photography and videography.
Popular drones range in size from those that fit in the
palm of the hand, to some roughly the size of a laptop computer.
Most come with built-in cameras. For others, you’ll need
to purchase and attach a camera like a GoPro — those funky
gadgets you sometimes see attached to bicyclists’ helmets as
they pedal along the coast.
Then, you need to know that drones are subject to a surprising amount of regulation by different agencies — and
those agencies are doing their best to play catch-up, both in
terms of regulations and in educating the public.
Recreational drone users and hobbyists don’t need any
special permits. They do need to follow certain rules set forth
by the Federal Aviation Administration, like not flying above
400 feet, or within 5 miles of an airport without first notifying the airport operator and control tower.
However, drones used commercially — for example, to
take professional wedding videos — require something
called a Section 333 Exemption from the FAA. The number
refers to the portion of the FAA’s regulations governing
unmanned aircraft.
Even though commercial and amateur-operated drones
may be identical, according to FAA Pacific Division public
affairs manager Ian Gregor, the law requires them to be treated differently.
In an email, Gregor said Congress defined unmanned aircraft and remote control airplanes as those that are “solely for
hobby or recreational purposes.” He continued, “Any other
use requires FAA authorization.”
Since last September, 367 exemptions have been granted
nationwide for enterprises as diverse as searching for missing
persons, monitoring crops and performing bridge inspections.
In April, one of those exemptions was granted to
Monterey Drone, which does aerial videography and photography. Owner John Ivey said the process took a little over five
months.
The FAA’s rules and policies have been evolving rapidly,
and final rules are not yet in place. So far, commercial drone
operators still have to file flight plans and report regularly to
the agency.
So, let’s say you’re an amateur photographer, you’ve
bought a drone, and you’re ready to take a gorgeous shot of
Bixby Bridge from midair over the Pacific.

See DRONES page 16A

PHOTO/COURTESY MONTEREY DRONE

Just hanging around! Amateurs and pros alike use drones (top) to
take dramatic photos like this one of a kayaking event at Del Monte
Beach (above). But are they harrassing wildlife in the process?
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of real experience in management, instead of people who
don’t have a clue about effective management — something
that also includes attention to detail and financial management.

LETTERS
From page 24A

Robert L. Fox, Carmel Valley
When the misadventures of Jason Stilwell became known,
the mayor and city council should have resigned. And I think
they should do so now. Carmel residents should see to it that
they choose people for whom to vote that have a solid record

ROSS
From page 1A
agreement.
But the settlement also states Ross “disputes that disciplinary action is warranted,” and if the city were to fire him, he
would fight it, and the city would defend itself.
Rather than spending time and resources on a protracted
battle over the termination, Ross and Schmitz agreed that he
would retire and pay the city back for those hours. The agreement also states that neither side is admitting any “liability,
fault or wrongdoing.”
Fewer secrets
In a striking departure from past practice under former
city administrator Jason Stilwell — who instigated the firings
of several city employees, spent hundreds of thousands of
dollars on the ensuing fights and lawsuits, and refused to provide any information to the public, including even whether
the workers were still employed by the city or how they came
to depart — Schmitz was up front about Ross’ retirement and
provided a copy of the settlement, which contains no promises of confidentiality.

Old Red
Old Red is a 46 pound,
10-year-old Pit Bull mix. She
is a very sweet, calm girl who
would love a place to ﬁnish
recovering from being hit by
a car. Old Red is incredibly
affectionate and leans into
any opportunity to be petted.
She really enjoys meeting
new people! Can you give Old
Red the loving forever home
she deserves? Old Red came to POMDR needing medical
assistance after being hit by a car and dislocating her hip.
Thankfully, she is now in full recovery from her accident.
To meet Old Red ﬁll out an online application.

‘A grave disservice’
Dear Editor,
I would like to comment on the letter from Stephen
“After the turmoil of the past few years within the city, I
am sorry that the community and this agency are once again
encountering personnel issues in our organization,” said
Schmitz, who also worked with Ross during his first stint as
city administrator from 1983 to 1992, and clearly regrets losing him.
“Stu Ross has for decades attended to his duties and
responsibilities so that Carmel-by-the-Sea is a better place to
live, work and visit,” he said. “Stu has been the ‘go-to’ person
within our field operations. I have thanked him personally
and wish to do so publicly, acknowledging his decades of
service and wishing him well in his retirement. We will all
miss his responsiveness and his aptitude to get problems
resolved.”
Meanwhile, negotiations between the city’s attorney and
the union attorney representing another public-works employee involved in Ross’ case are under way, though Schmitz did
not want to comment on the specifics.
“As a public entity, we must have the continuing confidence of the citizenry that its municipal employees exhibit the
highest professional ethical, financial and behavioral standards,” Schmitz concluded. “When we, either as employees or
as an employer, fall short, there are consequences.”
Ross stressed that he chose to retire instead of fight the
allegations against him. Rather than engaging in a public dispute, he preferred to thank the residents and others who supported him throughout his career.
“Ever since my grandfather, George, was sworn in as city
attorney in 1936, Carmelites have taken care of Clan Ross,”
he said. “I will never be able to repay your kindness, and I am
looking forward to running into you at the post office.”

Stephanie Pearce,
Carmel

A book for everyone
Dear Editor,
Anyone seriously interested in water conservation issues
in Carmel, Monterey County, California or anywhere else in
the world should read “The Big Thirst” by Charles Fishman.
This book is filled with information about every aspect of
water management, including droughts, conservation, success
stories, abysmal failures, desal, reclamation, transfer and
much more. Lots of great ideas and success stories from all
over the world. It should be mandatory reading for decision
makers involved in major water decisions.
Richard Ely,
former city council member

Same Great Service…
New Location

Helen

Board Certified in Family Medicine

• Extended hours
• Insurance and uninsured
• Same-day appointments available

Ad Sponsored
by Betty P. Bass
(If you’d like to sponsor our next
ad, give us a call.)

Compassionate, personal,
comprehensive care for the whole family.

ACCEPTING

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG

NEW PATIENTS

P.O. Box 51554, Paciﬁc Grove, CA 93950

798 Cass Street, Suite 201
Monterey, CA 93940

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Skinner of Public Consulting Group in the May 15 Pine
Cone. I am a longtime city employee who worked with
Carmel’s former IT staff — the late Steve McInchak and the
late Rose Franzen — for many years. Before they were put on
leave, with threat of possible criminal felony charges, based
on Mark Alcock’s work, their judgment was that Alcock did
not show any indication that he was a computer “expert” in
the work they saw him do, nor were they aware that he had
been hired to spy on them.
They also stated that the scope and expense of the strategic IT plan produced by Sally Nagy was suitable for an
agency the size of San Jose, not Carmel. Nagy impressively
presented her IT plan to the city and was titular director of IT
during the period city IT staff members were on leave. When
Franzen was brought back to work, she was instructed to
report to Nagy. A previous associate of administrative services director Sue Paul, Nagy was rarely, if ever, in the city after
she made her reports. Rose carried out her duties independently.
Alcock and Nagy were brought to the city by Sue Paul,
who, in a short time following her hire, assumed responsibility and authority over almost everything and everyone in the
city. She abused city staff and facilitated an egregious waste
of city funds. Her tenure was a grave disservice to the City of
Carmel, no matter how “exceptional” the service from Public
Consulting Group was.

Carlos D. Ramirez, M.D.

831-718-9122

The Carmel Pine Cone

www.carlosramirezmd.com
www.carlosramirezmd.
com

(831) 920-2163

has moved after 20 years at LaCoiffure.
Now at…

PROFILES
831-625-2880

Morgan Court
Lincoln St., between Ocean & 7th, Carmel

Do you have questions? We have answers!
Prices, Inventory and
Interest Rates are ever-changing…
Call us to talk about it!

Pray for
for Peace
Peace
Pray

english • spanish • french

LISA BARKALOW

JACQUIE ADAMS

lisa@lisabarkalow.com
www.lisabarkalow.com

jacqueline.adams@sothebyshomes.com
www.jacquieadams.com

c 831.594.2155

Paid Advertisement

c 831.277.0971

PUBLIC NOTICES

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula
for nearly 50 years!

Public Notice

Terry McGowan 831.236.7251

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA will
conduct a public hearing at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 2, 2015 to consider an appeal of the Planning
Commission’s decision to the Final Design Study DS 14-107 (Hoffman) and associated Coastal
Development Permit application for the construction of a new single family residence located at San
Antonio 3 NW of 13th in Carmel-by-the-Sea.

www.terrymcgowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com

Environmental Status:

Categorically Exempt under Section 15302 of the California
Environmental Quality Guidelines

GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES

Coastal Permit Status:

Required

CalBRE# 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

Carmel reads The Pine Cone

Project appealable to the Coastal Commission?
Yes X No
Applicant:
City of Carmel-by-the-Sea
Appellants:
Heather Ryan & David Dub (HBE Holdings, Inc.)
Signed:
/s/ Lee Price, MMC, Interim City Clerk
Dated:
For Publication:

5/15/15
5/22/15
Publication date: March 22, 2013 (PC529)
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Memorial Day
ceremony Monday

Synthetic Turf of Monterey Bay
Plush Green Lawn Without the Water Bill
Homeowners

Contractors

We invite you to see and
compare our full selection of
Synthetic Turf, from our
premium lawn choices to
our full repertoire for sport
applications.

We cater to building and landscape contractors who want to
offer the BEST Synthetic Turf to
their clients.
Volume discounts are available.

Our premium “Plush Pro” lawn
is specified at:
100 oz. face weight, per sq. yard
127 oz. total weight, per sq. yard

Local References

THE CITY of Carmel and the local American Legion Post
512 will cohost a Memorial Day remembrance in Devendorf
Park, located at Ocean and Junipero, Monday, May 25.
The ceremony will begin with the ringing of the World
War I Memorial Bell in the stone arch at Ocean and San
Carlos at 11 a.m., followed by remarks from various local
dignitaries and officals in the park. The Monterey High
Junior Navy ROTC Cadets will provide the Color Guard.
Following the ceremony, an Post 512 will hold an open
house in its building on Dolores Street south of Eighth
Avenue.

We have been installing
Synthetic Turf for ten years.
Recent installs at Santa Catalina
and Carmel High School
Amphitheaters along with
many residences/estates in
Pebble Beach, Carmel and
Carmel Valley.

This is the heaviest and densest
turf on the market.
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All of our products are proudly
manufactured in America.

831-641-9843
NEW ADDRESS: 2056 Sunset Drive, Pacific Grove
www.SyntheticTurfofMontereyBay.com

Call to make an appointment for a FREE Consultation & Estimate

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

The Best of Home & Garden
Courtesy
& Integrity
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We Provide Prompt, Reliable Sales,
Repairs & Service of Garage Doors,
Garage Door Openers, Gates & Gate Openers

With over 38 years experience in garage
doors and openers, gates and gate openers, we have built a strong reputation for
providing the highest quality work by
giving personalized service to our clientele. It is our focus on quality and affordability that propels A-1 Overhead Door
Co. ahead of the competition.

• FREE ESTIMATES • PROMPT REPAIRS
• RELIABLE SERVICE
• COMPETITOR’S COUPONS HONORED
A-1 OVERHEAD
DOOR CO.

(831) 655-2176 • (800) 696-8821
www.aonedoor.com

Serving Monterey &
Santa Cruz Counties
in California Since 1969

State License # 292606

CATE ELECTRICAL
License No. 218160

SERVICE/LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
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DESIGN & INSTALLATION
To advertise in this section please contact:

Family owned and in Carmel since 1961

(831) 624-5361

Dolores & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

Best Electrician
2008 - 2009 - 2010
2012 - 2013 - 2014

Larry Mylander
(831) 274-8590 • larry@carmelpinecone.com

Get your complete Pine Cone by email — free subscriptions at www.carmelpinecone.com
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Tiffany Lucero awards annual scholarship
IN MEMORY of her son, Keenan, who died in a car crash
in Jamesburg (near Cachagua) in August 2011, Tiffany
Lucero awards a $1,000 scholarship to a Carmel High School
senior each year. Keenan Lucero was a four-year honor-roll
student and football star who was well loved and is still
missed, and candidates for the annual award have to submit
an essay about “What football means to me,” in order to be
considered for the award. This year’s winner was William
Kehoe, a wide receiver for the Padres who received his scholarship at Senior Recognition Night Wednesday.
“His essay demonstrated his dedication, love, pride,
sportsmanship, ambition and respect for tradition,” Lucero
said. “To quote William, ‘The sport taught me how to win
respectfully, how to lose with honor, how to deal with adver-

sity when the odds were against me, how to struggle through
summer conditioning, and most importantly, it taught me
how to be a well rounded, caring human being.’”
So far, Lucero has awarded four $1,000 scholarships to
worthy recipients.
“I think it’s important to give the students acknowledgment for their hard work and let the donors know about the
recipient of their donations,” she said. “We will continue to
honor Keenan as well as help a Carmel High School football
player achieve his dreams by giving out a scholarship award
every year.”
Donations are accepted to the Carmel High Scholarship
Fund, C/O Michelle Pollack, P.O. Box 222780, Carmel,
CA 93922.

The Carmel Pine Cone
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Transportation from Monterey Peninsula

Sails from San Francisco

This ship
is filling up so
book your
reservation
today!

Alaska on The Golden Princess®
10 days, August 10- August 20, 2015
San Francisco to Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay,
Ketchikan and Victoria BC Canada
.00 P.P.
Prices start from

$1699

Subject to change without notice
Transportation from Salinas, Monterey to the pier included
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Fare applies to a minimum lead-in category on a space-available basis at time of booking. Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy and apply to the
first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. Call the above agency for more details. Government fees and taxes are
additional and subject to change. Princess® reserves the right to impose a Fuel Supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70
per barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount, including
shipboard credits. Offer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or
o]ēļǨǨǨŖñƮļŖƝ
older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. See the applicable Princess Cruises® brochure or princess.com for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all
bookings. ©2012 Princess Cruises®. Ships of Bermudan registry.
CST# 1003488-110
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Memorial Day Sale
S
Starts today
4 days only

40 % OFFF
Selected items
From these
e designers

Armani C
Collezioni

CLOSED MONDAY

Antiques & Collectibles
Appraisal Day
Whatt is it?
How old is it?
Whatt is it worth?

Richard Grand Sweaters
Edward of Paris
Amina Rubinacci
Bring 1 item fo
or $10
0 • 2 items fo
or $15
3 items fo
for $20

Be prepared for emergencies — Register your phone number
at www.alertmontereycounty.org
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DRONES
From page 12A
Not so fast. Remember that restriction
against flying above 400 feet? The Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary has designated “overflight prohibition zones,” where
motorized aircraft are prohibited below 1,000
feet above the water.
Happily, the wide swath of waterfront
from the Salinas River to the Carmel River
isn’t included, thanks to a variance required
for the Monterey Peninsula Airport’s operations. There’s a map of the zones on the sanctuary’s website.
Scott Kathey, who handles regulatory
issues for the sanctuary, said the rule’s there
to protect wildlife. Anyone can apply for an
exception, if they have a good reason that
will also benefit the sanctuary. For example,
the first — and so far only — one granted
went to the National Marine Fisheries
Service to conduct research.
While Kathey said he wants people to
watch and learn about animals, and certainly
understands their desire to do so, they should
respect the creatures’ individual “safety
zones.” Even where there are no restrictions
on aircraft, there are laws against disturbing
or chasing wildlife.
Kathey said that last year, a couple of guys
— clearly out-of-towners — brought two
drones to the rec trail in Pacific Grove and

buzzed the seals, causing a chaotic stampede
of mothers and babies into the ocean.
Although the droneheads were not identified,
they were soundly scolded by others on the
trail and beat a hasty retreat.
Just like harbor seals, people sometimes
react strongly to drones, perhaps because it’s
not immediately clear who’s filming and why.
Even though an abundance of cameras and
phones already record people in public
places, some people still feel there’s an “ick”
factor when it comes to drones.
Ivey thinks that feeling shows a need for
education. For example, he said, drones aren’t
good for surveillance. Most can only fly 1520 minutes before the battery needs to be
changed, and, he said, “You can hear them
from 100 yards away.” So spying on someone
with a drone just wouldn’t work.
Additionally, First Amendment advocates
point out that photography with a drone is
still photography, and should have the same
protections.
California’s Legislature and the governor
so far agree, passing legislation last year
making it illegal to film someone with a
drone only if the person had a reasonable
expectation of privacy. More legislation regulating small, unmanned aircraft is being considered this year.
While hobbyists and private enterprise
continue to explore the uses of drones, regulators and legislators continue to hover nearby, trying to keep up.
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WaterPlus lawsuit challenge to
$800K seed money fails in court
By KELLY NIX

A

GROUP that sued the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District in
2013 over $800,000 in desal-plant seed
money lost its case in a Monterey courtroom
last week.
WaterPlus, which is backed by businessman Nader Agha, filed suit against the water
district arguing it violated the California
Environmental Quality Act when it agreed to
reimburse DeepWater Desal for work associated with its proposed desal project.
WaterPlus said the district didn’t evaluate
potential environmental impacts of the project nor allow for public input.
But concluding a roughly 45-minute hearing on May 15, Monterey County Superior
Court Judge Thomas W. Wills granted a
motion by the water district for summary
judgment — a ruling without a full trial. The
activist group had hoped Wills would set
aside the water district agreement with
DeepWater Desal and find it invalid.

WELLS
From page 6A
He also said the big well is secured with a
combination lock and representatives from
the county water agency “have never been
able to even look into the well, let alone do a
water-quality analysis.”
Del Piero also said “the failure by Zigas
and the California Public Utilities
Commission to identify and evaluate the
existence and condition of the trust’s wells is
a major and intentional flaw in the draft EIR.”
He accused Zigas of “lying to protect his
job,” but didn’t elaborate. Zigas could not be
reached for comment.
Del Piero also accused the CPUC of
ignoring the Ag Land Trust’s concerns
regarding its water rights in the area Cal Am

Following the hearing, water district general manager Dave Stoldt said Wills’ decision affirmed the district’s contention that
the public agency did not need an exhaustive
environmental impact report in order to enter
into an agreement with DeepWater.
“We held all along that we don’t need an
EIR to help fund an EIR,” Stoldt told The
Pine Cone Monday. “It was potentially a
drain on our revenues, which ultimately
comes from Peninsula water users.”
In August 2013, water district directors
voted 5-1 for the cost-sharing agreement
between the district and DeepWater Desal.
According to the deal, the two parties were
to split the environmental and permitting
work costs, which were expected to be
roughly $1.6 million.
DeepWater Desal’s proposed operation in
Moss Landing — which would draw seawater from about 100 feet below the surface —
is to serve as a contingency plan if water

See FAILS page 26A
wants to build its desal plant.
“The trust has sent multiple letters of
objection to the CPUC representatives
between 2006 and last year,” he said. “The
trust has never received the courtesy of even
a responsive phone call or letter acknowledging our effort to raise the issues of our
groundwater rights in our multiple letters of
objection.”
He added that the groundwater below the
trust’s farm was “designated as a potable supply in 2012 by the Central Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board and certified by
the State Water Resources Control Board.”
Meanwhile, the release of the 1,789-page
draft EIR on April 30 marked the beginning
of the 60-day public-comment period. The
CPUC said it would review and consider all
comments and public testimony for possible
inclusion in the final EIR.
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Crossover singer makes Sunset debut,
new festival celebrates food and music
W

HILE A concert this Friday at Sunset Center by singer
and guitarist Boz Skaggs is sold out, tickets are still available
for a performance Sunday, May 24, by singer Amy Grant.
The six-time Grammy Award winner, who will be performing at Sunset for the first time, successfully crossed over
from Christian music to mainstream pop in 1986, teaming up
with Peter Cetera on the No. 1 hit, “The Next Time I Fall.”
Five years later, she scored another chart-topping single with
“Baby, Baby.”
In addition to singing her hits, Grant will play music from
her new recording, “Be Still and Know ... Hymns and Faith.”

Released last month, the disc is a collaboration between
Grant and her husband, country music star Vince Gill.
“The very first concert I saw was Amy Grant,” Alexandra
Richardson of Sunset Center told The Pine Cone. “It was at
The Palace in Auburn Hills, Mich., around 1991. Amy
walked out onstage barefoot in a white dress, and I thought
she was so ethereal. I can’t guarantee a similar entrance, but
she is a moving and engaging performer. Her voice is rich
and buoyant, and she really gives it her all.”
The show begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $65 to $79. Sunset
Center is located at San Carlos and Ninth. Call (831) 6202048.

n Mayfest
rocks the plaza
Offering three days
of free live music, the
inaugural
Mayfest
Monterey kicks off
Saturday, May 23, at
Custom House Plaza in
downtown Monterey.
Singer
John
Michael and pianist
Tom Lawson open the
festival Saturday at
noon with a tribute to
Frank Sinatra. Red
Beans and Rice will
follow at 3 p.m., serving up what its members describe as “an
uptempo
danceable
gumbo
of
New
Orleans-influenced,
blues-inspired party

Singer Amy Grant (above) makes her
Sunset Center debut May 24. The
Retrospect Band (top right) plays classic
rock in Monterey May 23. Singer and guitarist Juan L. Sánchez (right) will be joined
by multi-instrumentalist Paul Contos and percussionist John Nava in Sand City May 23.

See MUSIC
page 21A

DAVE MASON’S
TRAFFIC JAM
JUNE 19 / 8:00 P.M.

MY FAIR LADY

Buy Tickets to
National Geographic
Live Summer Speaker Series
NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC LIVE

June 16 / 7:00 P.M.
ON THE TRAIL OF BIG CATS

PRESENTED BY BROADWAY BY THE BAY

JUNE 27/28
A hugely popular musical
based upon George
Bernard Shaw’s “Pygmalion.”

WEST SIDE STORY
THE MUSICAL
PRESENTED BY BROADWAY BY THE BAY

See images of some amazing big cats
with award-winning photographer Steve
Winter has taken throughout the world.
Winter’s mission is to share the beauty
of big cats while working to save them.

Sept. 5th & 6th
Sept. 12th & 13th
Times vary

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC LIVE

COMEDIAN LISA
LAMPANELLI

JULY 21/ 7:00 P.M.
Brian Skerry - Ocean Soul
Brian Skerry’s uniquely creative images
tell stories celebrate the mystery, beauty
of the sea, and help bring attention to
the large number of issues that
endanger our oceans and its inhabitants.

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC LIVE
AUGUST 18/ 7:00 P.M.
Jodi Cobb - Stranger In A
Strange Land
Cobb will share fascinating
glimpse of worlds including
Japan’s secret Geisha culture
and much more.

THE LEANER
MEANER TOUR
Sept. 18th / 8 P.M.

WAILIN’
JENNYS
OCT. 15 / 8 P.M.
One of today’s most
beloved international
folk acts!

Golden State Theatre - Downtown Monterey
(831) 649-1070 • GoldenStateTheatre.com

MONTEREY

PENINSULA

Museum showcases
young artists,
photographers
step outside the box
C

ALLING ATTENTION to the creative talent of local
youngsters, the Monterey Museum of Art is bringing the
annual Marty Mulford Youth Arts Exhibit to its Pacific Street
location. The show opens Friday, May 22.
Staged last year at Community Hospital, the exhibit will
display work by 35 artists ages 6 to 18. All are members of
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Monterey County. The pieces were
done in oils, acrylics, watercolors, pastels, photography, collage and mixed media.
The show is the latest example of a partnership that’s been
forged between the museum and the Boys & Girls Clubs. The
museum recently offered free tours of its galleries to about
250 club members, and some of those young people have
received plein air instructor through the museum.

See ART page 20A

A painting of a seahorse by 10-year-old Erica S. will be featured in
an exhibit opening Friday in Monterey.
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The new Cooking for Solutions, the new Jarman wines, and the new 1833
T

HE MONTEREY Bay Aquarium’s signature culinary event, Cooking for
Solutions, underwent a revamp for this year
and is now being held as part of the World
Oceans Day celebration June 6-7.
Rather than being centered around a

soup to nuts
By MARY
weekend gala, the new Cooking for
Solutions will include a bigger variety of
culinary and wine activities, like cooking
demonstrations with celebrity chefs, food
and wine excursions, a Talk & Taste series
focusing on various foods, a sparkling wine
reception, and The Prelude and The Party —
when the Aquarium “will transform into a

one-of-a-kind underwater nightclub and
lounge.” Live music, family crafts and other
activities are on the roster, too.
Food & Wine Adventures Saturday and
Sunday will offer the opportunity to
“explore, savor and learn” during excursions
led by chefs and other culinary professionals, with destinations like the Esalen
Institute, where chef John Ash
— known as the “Father of
Wine Country Cuisine” —
SCHLEY
will team up with Esalen
executive Chef Phillip Burrus
for a cooking demonstration, tour and picnic
lunch. Chef Jenn Louis will show how to
make pasta by hand during an excursion to
De Tierra Vineyards, where Aqua Terra chef
Estevan Jimenez will prepare lunch and
winemaker Zack Lawrence will give a tour.
Other field trips include the Hawaiian
Highlands Barbecue with Sam Choy at the

Fine Asian Cuisine
NOW OPEN

Ser ving
Lunch & Dinner

Authentic Korean and other Asian fusion dishes.
Healthy & Delicious!
Local Wines • Premium Sake & Beer
831.624.3318

3601 Th
he Barnyard, Ste A21A , Carmel
(formerr location of Thunderbird Bookshop)

INTERNATIONAL

FRENET
EVE- 7pm

MAY FEST

noon

Monterey Plaza Hotel, Flavors of Spain with
Pacific’s Edge chefs Chad Minton and
Alvaro Dalmau at the Hyatt Carmel
Highlands, Baja Mediterranean with Javier
Plascencia at Casa Palmero in Pebble Beach,
a Gourmet Picnic at Carmel Valley Ranch
with Rodney Worth and resort chef Tim
Wood, and Land & Sea with Ned Bell.
The Talk & Taste Series, also all weekend,
will have discussions about berries in preserves and shrubs by Happy Girl Kitchen, a
whole hog demonstration by Tarpy’s chef
Todd Fisher, Wild Edible with foraging chefs
like William Dissen and Nico Romo, Fire &
Spice with Douglas Katz, and The
Mysterious Abalone with Trevor Fay.
Early
Saturday
evening,
the
InterContinental hotel on Cannery Row will
present Bubbles and Bites on the Bay, with
“ocean-friendly culinary bites” by chef Matt
Bolton and bubbly from Domaine Carneros.
The Prelude, featuring chefs Nathan Lyon
and Aarti Sequeira talking about what motivates them in the kitchen and answering
questions, will be followed by the main
event, The Party with Carla Hall.
All weekend, the Sustainable Foods
Celebration, free with Aquarium admission,
will show how “everyday food choices can
help the health of the oceans.”
Event details and prices are available at
www.cookingforsolutions.org or by calling
(866) 963-9645.

n Belle’s new hours
Jay and Chloe Dolata this week
announced their restaurant, Carmel Belle, is
expanding its hours as of Friday, with dinner
available until 9 p.m. Wednesday through
Sunday, and the new juice bar operating from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Belle also recently underwent a little
sprucing up and now has a fire pit in the
restaurant. The warming centerpiece is just
what it needed to bring its enlarged dining
room together, and offers an ideal spot for
sipping a cappuccino or a glass of wine
while enjoying some of Belle’s many freshly
made snacks and treats.
Carmel Belle is located in the Doud
Arcade at San Carlos and Ocean. It serves
breakfast and lunch daily, and dinner
Wednesday through Sunday. Freshly made
juices and nutritious smoothies, as well as
beer and wine, are available, too.
www.carmelbelle.com

n B&B’s newest biergarten
Recently returned from a “foodie road
trip” through Oregon, Deborah Wenzler said
she has found new inspiration for Baum &
Blume, the small restaurant and catering
operation she runs with her husband.

Continues next page

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD MARKET!
Whether it’s a Memorial Day BBQ
or Graduation Celebration,
we have everything you’ll need!
• Expanded Organic Section:
Fruits, Vegetables, etc.
• Full Service Meat Counter
• Deli & Gourmet Cheeses
• Boutique California Wines
Free delivery in P.G. (Mon-Sat)

242 Forest Ave. • PG

831.375.9581

ALL IN THE FAMILY!

MONTEREY

MEMORIAL WEEKEND
MAY 23, 24 & 25, 2015
CUSTOM HOUSE PLAZA
Monterey State Historic Park
by the wharf!

LIVE MUSIC

6 BANDS

* THE VIBE TRIBE (DANCE BAND) * RETROSPECT (FUNK BAND)
* MOLLY’S REVENGE (CELTIC)
* RED BEANS & RICE (AMERICAN FAV)
*INCENDIO (SPANISH FLAMENCO)
* ALPINE TRIO (GERMAN)

INTERNATIONAL FOOD
AMERICAN * GREEK * ITALIAN * GERMAN * INDIAN * SWISS * MEXICAN

www.MayFestMonterey.com
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A family frienndly place to enjoy
authentic Itallian cuisine. Gusto is a
lively New Restaurant Specializing
in Fresh Italia
an Pasta and Pizza.
Lunch daily from
11:30AM to 2:30PM
Dinner daily from
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From previous page
“Our biergarten menu now features ‘global cuisine’ that is great with beer,” she said
Friday. The updated menu includes items like
Southwestern green chili tartlets, backed oysters, curried chicken phyllo triangles,
caramelized onion and apple flatbread, and
short rib and Manchego empanadas.
The grand reopening of their biergarten
will be Saturday, May 30, from 3 to 8 p.m.,
with music, prize drawings, food and craft
beer. The biergarten will be offered Thursday
through Saturday from 3 to 7 p.m.
Baum & Blume is located at 4 El
Caminito in the Village. Call (831) 659-0400.

n All kinds of puppy events
Porter’s in the Forest at Poppy Hills Golf
Course will hold a Summer Brunch on the
Patio benefiting Peace of Mind Dog Rescue
Sunday, May 31. POMDR helps find new
homes for dogs whose elderly owners can no

&

longer care for them, and for senior dogs in
animal shelters. Chef Johnny DeVivo’s
brunch will run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the
patio of the clubhouse at 3200 Lopez Road
and costs $45 per person, $20 of which will
go to POMDR. Call (831) 622-8240.
Then, on Saturday, June 6, from 1 to 5
p.m., the Carmel Mission Inn at 3665 Rio
Road at Highway 1 will host the Annual
Oldies But Goodies ’70s Throwback Party to
benefit POMDR. That celebration will
include food, wine and beer, a silent auction,
and live music from The Salty Dogs.
The cost is $50 per person before June 1,
and $60 per person after. Visit www.peaceofminddogrescue.org or send a check to P.O.
Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
And on Wednesday, June 10, from 6 to 8
p.m., Montrio Bistro on Calle Principal in
downtown Monterey is set to celebrate the
opening of its new parklet with a fundraiser
for POMDR and its sister organization, the

The Carmel Pine Cone
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Experience the authentic
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of Italy at Vito’s!
s!
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T
G
Fresh, Organic Local Produce

1180 Forest Avenue
Paciﬁc Grove • 375-3070

Continues next page

Ro ky
Rock
y Poin
in
ntt
DINNER SERVED 5PM
TUESDAY

SUNSET SPECIAL
5PM

TO

6PM

TO

9PM

TO

SUNDAY

9PM

JOIN US ON
O OUR PATIO F OR
hors d’oeu
uvre and wine specials
Tuesday and Wednesday from 2pm-5pm

2-COURSE DINNER

16

$

95

3-COURSE
5PM

THRU

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

$5.00 - choiice of red or white wine

36700
7 Highway 1
10 milees South of Carmel

PRIX FIXE DINNER

25

$

$7..00 - Cho
oice of ﬂatbread pizza
(cheese, veg
e etable, or pepperoni),
Szechuan Grreen Beans, cheese plate.

00

831.624.2933

EVERY DAY

www.rockyypointrestaurant.com
Please ca
all for reservations

209 Forest Ave. Paciﬁc Grove
TO MAKE RESERVATIONS CALL

831.375.7997

OR RESERVE A TABLE ONLINE AT

WWW.MAXGRILL.COM

GROUP SPECIAL OCCASIONS , WEDDING REHEARSAL DINNERS , BIRTHDAYS

Monterey’s Favorite
Bar Menu!

th e C

restaurant + bar

Available all night at the bar
and everywhere until 6:30
CRISPY ORGANIC CAULIFLOWER
Roasted Red Pepper Aioli 8

PRIME RIB EGG ROLLS

The Whaling Station Restaurant
proudly features
The World’s Best USDA PRIME Steaks
Aged to Perfection!

Caramelized Onions, Three Cheese Blend 10

STEAK SANDWICH
Choice of PRIME Rib Eye or Kobe Sirloin
on Garlic Toast
Roquefort Iceberg Wedge and Fries 18

BLACKENED KING SALMON FILET
on Garlic Toast
Roquefort Iceberg Wedge and Fries 19

SLOW-BRAISED PRIME BEEF SHORT RIB
Bourbon Barbecue Sauce 19

ULTIMATE FRENCH DIP
Shaved USDA PRIME PRIME RIB,
Sourdough Roll, Au Jus,
Roquefort Iceberg Wedge and Fries 18

WHALING STATION CHEESEBURGER
Ground Filet Mignon on a Toasted Bun
Sauteed Mushrooms and Onions
Melted Gruyère, Fries 16

OPEN-FACE BBQ BEEF SANDWICH

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
at 4:30pm for Cocktails • Dinner Service begins at 5pm

763 Wave Street
(Just Above Steinbeck’s Cannery Row)

Monterey, California

(831) 373-3778
www.whalingstation.net

Shaved Prime Rib, Piled High on Garlic Toast
House-Made Bourbon-Based BBQ Sauce
Roquefort Iceberg Wedge and Fries 18

FILET MIGNON MEDALLIONS
Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Spinach
Port Wine-Mushroom Sauce 19

PAN-FRIED SAND DABS
Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes,
Citrus Beurre Blanc, Sautéed Spinach 18

WS BAR CAESAR SALAD
Whaling Station Garlicky Anchovy Dressing
Parmesan Cheese, Toasted Croutons 8
Add:
French-Fried Calamari 7
Blackened King Salmon Filet 12
Grilled Prime Sirloin 12

An event to support Cooking for Solutions of
The Monterey Bay Aquarium
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Animal Friends Rescue Project. From that day through Labor
Day, every Wine & Whiskers Wednesday will benefit the two
groups. Tickets for the June 10 event are $25 per person and
are available by emailing info@peaceofminddogrescue.org or
calling (831) 718-9122. To contact Montrio, call (831) 6448880 or visit www.montrio.com.

(Bombay London dry gin, Amaro Meletti, lemon, strawberry,
mint and cucumber) or the smoky Torrid Affair (Sombra
Mezcal, rhubarb shrub, agave, lemon and Amaro Averna).
And, with Spungin in the kitchen, it’s impossible to skip
dessert. His latest lineup includes delicate but decadent
chocolate cremeux with blackberry meringue, and the whimsical cookie jar fully of freshly baked goodies.
Restaurant 1833 offers dinner nightly. For reservations,
call (831) 643-1833. Visit www.restaurant1833.com.

n The new 1833

n Lowder launches new wine brand

From previous page

Coastal Luxury Management’s revamped Restaurant 1833
debuted a couple of months ago, with chef Jason Franey at the
helm. Franey joined pastry chef Ben Spungin there last
December, and the Hartnell Street restaurant closed for a bit
of a makeover. Wine director Bernabe De Luna Lopez also
joined GM Kyle Beauregard’s team and helped overhaul the
cocktail and wine lists.
Franey, a 2011 Food & Wine magazine Best New Chef,
has more than two decades of experience, and his menu offers
intriguing dishes and unconventional combinations.
While the menu changes every few months based on the
season, it’s constantly being tweaked, and this week, its star
dishes included a springtime English pea soup with spring
morels and croutons, and perfectly cooked seared halibut
with cauliflower cous cous, brown butter, lemon and capers.
Not to be missed for any fan of foie gras is the torchon with
bing cherries cooked in Acme coffee, compressed celery,
black pepper gelée and warm chocolate cherry bread.
On the cocktail list, sip the refreshing Allan’s Passenger

• F R E S H M O Z Z A R E L L A & H E I R L O O M T O M AT O S A L A D • B R A I S E D L A M B S H A N K

They’re
Baaaaack!

Crispy Soft Shell Crabs

ys

Open 7 da
a week

CARMEL –

831-626-8000

LINCOLN BETWEEN 5TH & 6TH
Dinner Nightly from 5pm

www.christophersrestaurantcarmel.com

CHARD • CORNMEAL CRUSHED IDAHO TROUT • SOFT SHELF CRAB • GRAPE-TINI •

• HANG-TIME COSMO • BAKED OYSTERS ON THE HALF SHELL • DEHLINGER

R I TA - T I N I • N I M A N R A N C H B B Q S H O R T R I B S • T O N D R I E G R A P E F I E L D P I N O T N O I R

The SPCA
for Monterey County

Kittens of
Jasmine
11 mos.

the Week
Jasmine is such a
lovely young lady,
and is sure to be the
sweetheart of any
family! Her youthful
energy is always
such a joy to be
around!

Morgan 5 years old
Morgan is quite the exotic beauty! He was
rescued from a life of neglect, and takes some
time to warm up to new friends, but once he
does, he is stuck to you like glue! He will
need a quiet home, with a patient,
older family to help him
come out of his
shell.

Have you heard about our fun and educational one day animal camps
for kids? Learn more here: www.SPCAmc.org/camp

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information about
adopting Shasta & Thomas.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

www.SPCAmc.org

Named for her mother, Jarman Lowder, a new line of

ART
From page 15A
“The arts are sometimes considered extraneous, but we at
the museum believe the are really critical,” said Amy Davis,
the museum’s director of education and community partnerships. “Lots of teachers and administrators are working hard
to make sure the arts are critical part of the classroom experience.”
A ceramic artist who died in 2012, Mulford left behind an
endowment supporting youth art programs, exhibits and
awards.
The museum, which hosts a reception Friday from 6 to
7:30 p.m., is located at 559 Pacific St. The exhibit will continue through Sept. 7. Visit www.montereyart.org.

wines is being launched by Holman Ranch and Will’s Fargo
owner Hunter Lowder, and a tasting room featuring them will
be open next to the restaurant at 16 W. Carmel Valley Road
June 1. Jarman Lowder had expected to spend her golden
years making wine with her husband at Holman Ranch, which
they purchased and restored. Sadly, she died in March 2011 at
the age of 60 after battling early onset Alzheimer’s.
In a fitting tribute, her eldest daughter decided to offer
estate Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, with $1 from each bottle
sale benefiting the nonprofit Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery
Foundation. The new tasting room will host a grand opening
with the Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce Tuesday,
June 23, from 5 to 7 p.m. See www.jarmanwine.com.

Brian Taylor said of the show, which opened May 16. “Both
artists conjure up magical artwork in a variety of masterful,
handmade techniques.”
The display continues through July 16. The center is located inside Sunset Center at San Carlos and Ninth. Visit
www.photography.org.

n Tiny treasures sought
To help fund its many exhibits and programs, the Pacific
Grove Art Center is seeking donated artwork for its annual
Tiny Treasures fundraising raffle.
The show is open to all mediums, although no piece can be
larger than 7-inches by 9 inches, including the frame, and no

Art Roundup

n Outside the box
Now on display at the Center for Photographic Art is a
show by a pair of artists, Diane Kaye and Kerik Kouklis,
who use unconventional techniques to capture and print
images.
“These are savvy, inquisitive photographers who explore
alternative processes not as an end in themselves, but as
means to broaden their larger vision,” CPA artistic director

By CHRIS COUNTS
deeper than 7-inches. Each piece must be ready to hang on a
wall, with hooks or wires attached.
The deadline for receiving artwork is June 19. The show
opens Friday, July 3, and continues through Aug. 27. Visit
www.pgartcenter.org.

Calendar
To advertise, call (831) 274-8652 or email
vanessa@carmelpinecone.com
May 23-25 - Annual " Friends of the Big Sur Library"
Book and Bake Sale, May 23, 24 and 25 (Saturday, Sunday
and Monday) 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. Drive down the Coast
and support the Big Sur Library. Peruse a huge selection of donated/used books (from all genres) and sample delicious homemade
baked goods (for purchase) fresh from the ovens of Big Sur pastry
maestros. All book sale proceeds go to supporting the operation
of Monterey County's only free public library in Big Sur. All bake
sale proceeds support the Big Sur Grange. This is a free event. The
Big Sur Library located on Highway 1 at the Ripplewood Resort in
Big Sur (831) 667-2536.
May 23-25 - May Fest Monterey, 3 day free festival will
occur over the Memorial Weekend, May 23, 24 and 25, from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Custom House Plaza, Monterey Historic Park,
located across from the Fisherman’s Wharf. Local food, beer, wine,
live stage for performing musicians and bands for 3 days and, of
course, great international food and beverages guaranteed to
quench the thirst and hunger that reminds one’s tastebuds of home.
See www.mayfestmonterey.com or Follow us on facebook!
May 27 - “Sip, Stretch, Savor” . De Tierra’s monthly
yoga and wine nights continue! Class will begin with a beautiful
practice led by Kim Wolff, a strong flow followed by opening floor
work. Class will be followed by a local cheese and De Tierra wine
pairing. May 27, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tickets required (831) 622-9704
or http://www.detierra.com/Wine/Event-Tickets.
May 28 – Carmel Residents Association annual
meeting, May 28, 5 p.m., with City Council and Administrators,
to discuss current issues confronting Carmel. Vista Lobos Meeting
Room, 3rd Ave, between Junipero and Torres. Join the conversation and enjoy a glass of wine at the post-meeting social hour.
Event is free and open to the public.
May 29 - Join us at Gallery Elite in Carmel, CA for a meet
and greet with artist, author and philanthropist Anne Neilson.
Anne will be signing her coffee table book on Friday, May 29,
2015 from 4 to 7 p.m. The gallery will be featuring her ethereal
Angel Series. San Carlos between 5th & 6th. (831) 625-2233.
May 30 - The first annual Antiques & Collectibles
Appraisal Day, hosted by Mission Trail Lions of Carmel, takes
place 1 to 4 p.m., Saturday, May 30, at Community Church of the
Monterey Peninsula, 4590 Carmel Valley Road. Informal
appraisals are $10 for one item, $15 for two and $20 for three.
May 30 – Joan Baez Bob Dylan Tribute, Saturday, May
30, 7 to 9 p.m. Tickets available the day of the show, at the door
- $20. Courtside Bistro at Chamisal Tennis Club, 185 Robley
Road,
Corral
de
Tierra.
(831)
484-6000,
www.courtsidebistro.com.
May 31 - Clars Auction Gallery is proud to represent the
entire inventory of Trotter’s Antiques to the global market begin-

ning May 31, 2015, and continuing for several months thereafter.
After over five decades of operation, Mrs. Trotter has retired.
5644 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland. (510) 428-0100,
info@clars.com.
June 3 - The Carmel Valley Women's Club
Foundation' s annual Awards Luncheon will take place
Wednesday, June 3, 2015, 11:30 a.m. at Los Laureles Lodge, 313
Carmel Valley Rd. The Foundation will give $28,000 to scholarship recipients and peninsula nonprofit organizations. $35 per
guest. Reserve by calling (831) 659-0934 or at carmelvalleywomensclub.org. Attendance is open to all and membership is encouraged.
June 4 – July 30 - Women in the Word is conducting
a Christian bible study on “Faith.” Thursdays, 9:30 – 11
a.m. at Carmel Presbyterian Church, Ocean & Junipero. Women
of all ages and denominations, from any town or church, with any
level of biblical knowledge, are invited! Study guides provided.
Donations appreciated. Contact Judy Pifer (831) 625-2782 or
Honey1st@aol.com.
June 5 - Opening Night Performance, "Zelda", an
original play by Tom Parks to benefit the Carmel Residents
Association. Curtain time 5 p.m., Carl Cherry Center, 4th &
Guadalupe. Mail checks, $50/person, to CRA, Box 6025,
Carmel 93921. Info: (831) 626-1610.
June 6 - Don’t miss the 84th Annual La Merienda
Celebration, Saturday, June 6, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is a colorful
fiesta barbecue of delicious foods, wine, beer, soft drinks, gallant
dons and donas, lovely senoritas, Old California dress, lively
music and festive dance. Call Carol Todd at (831) 372-4445 or
go to www.montereyhistory.org.
June 6 - Bubbles and Bites on the Bay: An Evening of
All Things Sustainable. Cooking demo 4:30 p.m. Beginning at
5:30 p.m., meet local farmers, listen to live music and learn about
the craft of making bubbly from a Domaine Carneros sparkling
wine expert. Savor delectable farm-to-table bites, fresh oysters,
artisan cheeses. $115 for the general public, $95 for Aquarium
members. Event at InterContinental The Clement, Monterey.
Tickets: https://secure4.gatewayticketing.com/MontereyBay
Aquarium/shop/ViewItems.aspx?CG=CFS&C=CFSBBB.
June 19 & 20 - Inaugural Juried Art Auction, at Sunset
Center. 160 works of art, many by renown artists, auctioned at
Gala live and silent auctions on Friday, from 6 to 9 p.m. and at
Saturday silent auction, 3 to 6 p.m. Appetizers, fine wines, live
music. Artists receive 50% of sale price, proceeds benefit Carmel
Art Association, Arts Council and Arts Habitat. Preview auction
items
and
purchase
tickets
at
www.BiddingForGood.com/JuriedArtAuction or call (831) 6246111.
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MUSIC
From page 17A
music.”
Led by singer-songwriter Kiki Wow, who put the music
lineup together, The Vibe Tribe performs classic rock
Sunday at noon. Next, singer-songwriter Dan Frechette and
singer and violinist Laurel Thomsen play alt-folk at 2:30
p.m. The Retrospect Band offers another round of classic
rock at 4.
A collaboration between Carmel Valley singer-songwriter Janni Littlepage and Swedish musicians Eva
Hillered and Patrick Rydman, True North takes the stage
Monday at noon. Lightning Red plays blues at 1 p.m., while
Big Rain rocks the plaza at 2:15. The Alpine Trio closes the
show with traditional German folk music at 3:30.
Located just steps from Fisherman’s Wharf, the event also
features a celebration of international food. The menu
includes a tasty mix of American, Greek, Italian, Mexican,
German, Indian and Swiss offerings.

n Orchestra plays Colton Hall
Also offering a free concert this weekend is the Monterey
County Pops orchestra, which performs Monday throughout
the day on the lawn outside Colton Hall in Monterey.
Led by conductor Carl Christensen, the 40-piece orchestra will be joined by the Youth Chorus of Monterey County

Pops. Baritone Anders Froelich and soprano Morgan
Harrington will be featured as soloists.
From “The Star-Spangled Banner,” to “How The West Was
Won,” the program includes a mix of patriotic and popular
music.
Colton Hall is located at 570 Pacific St. Visit www.montereycountypops.org.

n Live Music May 22-28
Terry’s Lounge at Cypress Inn — pianist Gennady
Loktionov and singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Friday and
Saturday at 7 p.m.); singer Andrea Carter (“folksy jazz and
jazzy folk,” Sunday at 11 a.m.); guitarist Richard Devinck
(classical, Sunday at 5 p.m.); flutist Kenny Stahl (jazz,
Tuesday and Thursday at 6 p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh, (831)
624-3871.
Mission Ranch — singer and pianist Maddaline
Edstrom (pop and jazz, Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 7
p.m.); and pianist Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Monday
through Thursday at 7 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St., (831) 6259040.
Jack London’s Bar & Grill — singer-songwriter
Talmon Owens (Friday at 7:30 p.m.); singer-songwriter
Casey Frazier (“eclectic Americana with roots in country
and ’70s rock,” Saturday at 7:30 p.m.); and singer-songwriter
Johan Soleto (Thursday at 7:30 p.m.). Dolores between Fifth
and Sixth, (831) 624-2336.
Barmel — Todd Day Wait’s Pigpen (folk, country and
blues, Friday at 7 p.m.); and Gin Sing (jazz, Saturday at 7
p.m.). San Carlos and Seventh, (831) 626-3400.
The Fuse Lounge at Carmel Mission Inn — The Rio
Road Rockets featuring singer and guitarist Terry Shehorn,
bassist Bob Langford and drummer Gary Machado (classic
rock, Friday and Saturday at 9 p.m.). 3665 Rio Road, (831)
624-6630.
Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer Neal Banks and guitarist Steve Ezzo (pop and rock, Friday at 7 p.m.); and singer
Lee Durley and pianist Joe Indence (pop and jazz, Saturday
at 7 p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive, (831) 620-1234.
Pierce Ranch Vineyards in Monterey — singer-songwriter Cygne (“grit rock and sea foam blues,” Friday at 8:30
p.m.); The Alan Felix Quartet (jazz, Sunday at 4 p.m.). 499
Wave St., (831) 372-8900.
Lucia Restaurant + Bar at Bernardus Lodge in Carmel
Valley — pianist Martin Headman (jazz, Friday and
Saturday at 7 p.m.). 415 W. Carmel Valley Rd., (831) 658-
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3400.
Hidden Valley Music Seminars — pianist Jura
Margulis (classical, Sunday at 2:30 p.m.). Carmel Valley and
Ford roads, (831) 659-3115.
Julia’s restaurant in Pacific Grove — The Generation
Gap featuring guitarist Rick Chelew and accordionist Elise
Leavy (Thursday at 5:30 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave., (831) 656-

On A High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS
9533.
The Inn at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach —The Dottie
Dodgion Trio (jazz, Thursday at 7 p.m.); The Jazz Trio with
pianist Bob Phillips (Friday at 7 p.m.); The Jazz Trio with
pianist Jan Deneau (Saturday at 7 p.m.); and singer-songwriter Bryan Diamond (Friday and Saturday at 9 p.m.). Also,
a bagpiper plays every evening at 5:45 p.m. 2700 17 Mile
Drive, (831) 647-7500.
Manny Espinoza Gallery — singer and guitarist Juan L.
Sánchez, multi-instrumentalist Paul Contos and percussionist John Nava (“Spanish fusion,” Saturday at 7 p.m.). 613
Ortiz Ave., www.espinozagraphics.com.
Courtside Bistro at Chamisal Tennis and Fitness Club in
Corral de Tierra — singer-songwriter Bryan Diamond
(Sunday at 6 p.m.). 185 Robley Road, (831) 484-6000.
Big Sur River Inn — Along Came Betty (jazz, Sunday
at 1 p.m.). On Highway 1 24 miles south of Carmel, (831)
667-2700.
Fernwood Resort in Big Sur — The Donnis Trio
(“acoustic folk-rock,” Monday at 7:30 p.m.). On Highway 1
25 miles south of Carmel, (831) 667-2574.

3rdrsary!

Annive

LOCAL AUTHOR BOOK SIGNING!

Meet author Pam Jackson
May 23rd, 2015
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Veni is a Pumi puppy from
Hungary, but she has recently
been adopted by a new
family from the United States
and moves to their ranch in
California. In this collection
of letters, Veni describes
her new life for her
auntie back home.

Carrigg’s
of Carmel

Todd Day Wait’s Pigpen (top) plays Friday at Barmel, while singer
and violinist Laurel Thomson performs with singer-songwriter Dan
Frechette Sunday at Mayfest Monterey.

SE Ocean Avenue and
About the Author
San Carlos Street,
Pam Jackson, has been a
Ocean Avenue,
professional and well-respected
Carmel-By-The-Sea, CA
dog trainer on California’s Central
Coast for more than thirty years.
(831) 620-1000

Step Back in Time at Monterey History & Art Association’s

La Merienda

open one weekend each month,
starting on the 4th Friday
10am-5pm

Next Sale Dates
May 22, 23, 24, 2015
472 Lighthouse Ave.
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
(corner of Lighthouse and 12th)

(805) 689-9796

Kiki Wow Presents…

Joan Baez and “Bald” Dylan
A Tribute...

Monterey’s 245th Birthday & MHAA’s 84th Anniversary

Saturday, June 6, 2015

Festivities begin 11:15 a.m.
Memory Gardens at the
Custom House Plaza in Monterey, CA
BBQ Luncheon
Entertainment by Mike Marotta, Jr.,
Mariachis & Folklorico Dancers
Dress: Early California Attire

MHAA Member: $55 • Non-member: $75

Tickets/Info: Carol Todd (831) 372-4445
www.montereyhistory.org

n Frechette
Dillenberg and Da
Featuring Nicole
Chelew
ck
Ri
d
Maxine an
along with Patti

A narrated evening of
folk classics celebrating
the iconic careers and
relationship of Joan Baez
and Bob Dylan. Featuring
uncanny Baez and Dylan
impressions, selections
from Baez’ 1968 double
release of Dylan hits Any
Day Now, and classics
from Blonde and Blonde,
Desire, and other favorites
from the peak of Dylan’s
songwriting career.

Courtside Bistro at Chamisal Tennis Club
185 Robley Road, Corral de Tierra, CA 93908 (831) 484-6000
7-9pm Tickets $20 at the door www.courtsidebistro.com
Contact Kiki Wow (831) 235-7662 for more information
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D I R E C T O R Y

• Reach the people who need your service for as little as $25.00 per week. Put The Carmel Pine Cone to work for you!
Deadline: Tuesday, 3:00 PM • vanessa@carmelpinecone.com

w AUTO BODY REPAIR

ALL AROUND AUTO BODY

Angel Lopez

ONE

Owner/Operator

CARPET CARE
EXCELLENCE GUARANTEED
DINGS, DENTS, PAINT FLAWS
PENINSULA CUSTOMERS OVER 25YRS
INSURANCE REPAIRS, FREE ESTIMATES, PICTURES

CALL: VICTOR & TED
831-583-9858
WWW.ALLAROUNDAUTOBODYCA.COM

w FENCES AND DECKS

w CARPET CLEANING

(831) 455-5816

Over 20 Years Experience
Commercial & Residential
Carpet Clean, Spot Dye
Stain Removal & Repair
Pet Stains

Ask about our
Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES
Lic. #53863

ON-LINE FENCE
All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy

(831) 915-3557

Lic. # 830762

ADAN’S

TF

FIREWOOD
Dry Oak Wood, Dry Eucalyptus.
Cords and
half cords of each.
Free delivery.

(831) 385-5371

LUISA HARKER

private chef

Your kitchen - Your guests
Your taste & suggestions - My creations

w BLINDS

Cooking Classes - Menu shopping - Reasonable rates
luisaharker@hotmail.com

(786) 239-3877

w CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL
Edmonds Design & Construction

831-402-1347
Reasonably priced – Qualified and Experienced
Historic Renovations
Kitchens–Windows–Doors–Decks–Remodeling

w CABINETRY
AMBROSE POLLOCK
CABINETRY, FURNITURE & MILLWORK
Reasonably priced, exceptional quality, full service woodworking since 1979, workmanship
guaranteed. Any desire made in wood, rustic to
refined, traditional, unique, reproductions as
well as repairs and restorations. No commission
is too large or too small. Kitchens, Baths, Wainscoting, Custom Millwork and Wide-Belt Sanding. CA contractor’s license #409836, fully
bonded and insured. Contact Ambrose at
831.625.6554 or e-mail woodart@sbcglobal.net,
26550 Rancho San Carlos Road, Carmel, 93923.
All credit cards accepted. Complimentary estimates.

www.edmondsconstruction.com

3-D CAD drawings – Lic 349605

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given

"Why pay more at the store when we'll bring it to your door!"

Tel: (831) 601-9225

100% All Natural Almond & Hickory Hardwood
- We Offer Weekly or Monthly Service BUY A LITTLE OR A LOT
*4 cf. - 12 cf. purchases includes use of stylish Firewood Rack

We also sell 1/8 - 1/4 - 1/2 - Full Cords

ALMOND ONLY CO.
For More Information or to Set Up Delivery
Call Mark 831-235-9238 or Diana 831-998-3440
www.almondonly.us

w FITNESS / MASSAGE

LIGHTHOUSE PILATES

Beautiful Space - Fair Prices Excellent Teachers

(831) 917-7372

Pride in Customer Satisfaction
All Phases / 31 years exp.

703 Lighthouse Ave. PG, 93950
www.LighthousePilates.com

Handyman Services • Drywall • Carpentry

Dukerus@att.net

Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems
New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling
Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete
General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

Lic. # 949011

DUKE CONTRACTING & PAINTING

(831) 320-1279 cell

CarmelRiverNursery.com

LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE

PICK-UP & DROP OFF, IF NEED

w BEAUTY

1 Gallon Landscape Plants, $4.99 or less!
Save $$$ on your next landscape project
Sages, Salvias, Lavender and more
Carmel River Nursery open 9-5 daily
6 Ronnoco Rd., CV 831-236-7036

w FIREWOOD
OAK FIRE WOOD
Quality, well split dry oak, delivered.
(831) 601-9728

w CHEF SERVICES

w GARDEN, LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION

Robert Dayton
Landscaping
HANDS ON OWNER/OPERATOR

Every drop counts!
Do you have drip-irrigation?
Be water wise during the drought season!
Specializing in: Full Service Maintenance,
Landscape Renovations, Low Voltage Lighting,
Landscape Hard/Soft Installation
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES!
Serving Monterey
Peninsula
Since 1981

(831) 233-2871

w FLOORS

Free Estimates / Bonded & Insured • Lic #561848

Floor Store USA’s Flooring America
1666 Contra Costa St.
Sand City

w GATES

831-583-9124

Lic. #900218

www.floorstoreusa.com

M-F 9-5pm
Sat. 9-4pm
Sunday-CLOSED

License #
916352

831-394-5900
1664 Contra Costa St., Sand City
www.cypresscab.com

Save up to 40% off
on select flooring storewide

MILL DIRECT

M-F 9-5pm I Sat. 9-4pm I Sunday-CLOSED

- SINCE 1979 -

Kitchen Cabinets, Countertops, Appliances
Tile, Windows & Doors, & much more.
Design & space planning
Major Brands wholesale

Call (831) 375-4433
for showroom or jobsite appointments
327 Lighthouse Avenue, Monterey

Caribou Construction Co.
EXPRESSLY CARMEL: DESIGN - BUILD - REMODEL
Serving Carmel & the Entire Central Coast Since 1979
Unparalleled Customer Service - Uncommon Professional Results
Custom Homes
Remodeling
Additions
Interior Design

w CAREGIVER
CYNTHIA HOLLINS
Nurturing care, decades of experience.
Companionship, driving, cooking,
light housekeeping & more.
Excellent references

w FURNITURE REPAIR

Lifestyle- It’s time for a change!

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Cabinetry
Granite/Marble

Hardwood Floors
Doors
Windows
Plastering

Fireplaces
Porches/Decks
Fences/Gates
Patios/Trellises

Professional - Trustworthy - Punctual - Clean - Affordable

624-1311
A+ Rating
BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
www.BBB.org/SanJose/

ANDY CHRISTIANSEN
CHAIR DOCTOR
MILITARY VETERAN

(831) 375-6206
w GARAGE DOOR

FREE ESTIMATE
California State License # 658021
www.caribouconstruction.com

(415) 336-3616
PO Box 223713 Carmel, CA 93922
healinghollins@gmail.com

Abundant Personal
Care Services
Providing caregivers and companions under private
arrangements throughout Monterey County

Call for a consultation
(831) 626-9500 or (831) 444-9500
www.abundantpersonalcare.com

w CARPET CLEANING

24/7 EMERGENCY RESPONSE

831-899-6518

567 Ortiz Ave., Sand City
www.excelcarpetclean.com

Assistance in daily living
for the Elderly or Handicapped.
Compassionate Care, Extraordinary Culinary
Skills, Excellent Driver.
Retired Teacher and narrator of books.

Cell: (831) 384-8465

w ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Carmel Valley Electric Inc.
Serving the Peninsula since 1960
Residential/Commercial,
Service Repairs
Remodels, Custom Homes
LED Lighting, Yard Lighting & Solar
CA Certified Electricians • Lic. # 464846

(831) 659-2105
Credit Cards Accepted

1213 Forest Avenue STE A, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

w HANDYMAN
JOHN NORMAN HANDYMAN SERVICE, LLC
Adept Tradesman - Electrical, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Tile, Painting and Hauling.
Very Reasonable Rates. Lic. # 889019
(831) 595-9799
TF

Honey Do List?

Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior
Repairs, Home/Business Maintenance,
Landscaping & Repair, Fences, Gates, Posts,
Siding, Shelving, Cabinets, Carpentry,
Gutter Cleaning, Roof Debris, Plumbing/
Electrical Repairs, Drywall/Paint Repairs

JOHN QUINN (831) 402-1638

w COMPANION

COMPANION

Gate Service, Repair & Installation.
Fabricate Custom Wood & Steel.
We work on any motors.
(831) 655-1419

Garage Door and Motor Service,
Repair & Installation
Steel, Wood, or Aluminum Garage Doors
(831) 655-1419
1213 Forest Avenue STE A, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

w GARDEN, LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION

w HAULING
TRASH IT BY THE SEA
Hauling is my calling. Yard waste and household debris. Call Michael (831) 624-2052 or
(831) 521-6711.
TF

MASONRY • LANDSCAPING • CARPENTRY
Gardening, Plant, Pruning, Lawn,
Maintenance, Sprinklers
Clean-up & Hauling, Repair, Tile
No License

Ramiro Hernandez cell (831) 601-7676

Deadline: Tuesday, 3:00 PM •
vanessa@carmelpinecone.com

ALL STAR HAULING

Providing the Monterey Peninsula
with Fast, Friendly, & Professional
Hauling & Junk Removal Services

Call Brandon at (831) 915-2187
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D I R E C T O R Y

• Reach the people who need your service for as little as $25.00 per week.
Put The Carmel Pine Cone to work for you! Deadline: Tuesday, 4:00 PM • vanessa@carmelpinecone.com
w HOUSE

w PAINTING - COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

CLEANING

Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.
15 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning
(831) 917-3937 (831) 324-4431

Linda’s Affordable
House Cleaning Services
WE CLEAN WHAT THE OTHERS MISS!
Weekly openings available now
Over 10 years experience. Excellent references.

Call (831) 656-9511

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

w TREE SERVICE

w ROOFING

License # 710688
POWER WASHING

TREE TRIMMING
REMOVAL • PLANTING
30 Years on the Monterey Peninsula

NAT-42043-1

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 622-7339

P.O. Box 4691
Carmel, CA 93921

WILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORING
Interior and exterior. Top quality yet economical.
Residential specialist - 35 yrs local references.
Full range of services. Fully insured, member BBB,
EPA certified firm. Lic. #436767.
willbullockpainting.com

JOHN LEY

Roofing & Solar Perfected
(831) 375-8158
www.dorityroofing.com

w WINDOW COVERINGS
Rod Woodard – Interiors
Window & Floor Coverings, Since 1986
ROD WOODARD, OWNER

Free In Home Shopping
(831) 625-5339

Kayli's Cleaning Services
Lic. #845193

831-375-3456

Interior / Exterior - Senior Discounts

www.PacificPaintingPg.com

House Cleaning Service

Lic. #935177

Free Estimates – Reasonable Prices

831-262-2580

Interior / Exterior - Free Estimates

Someone you can trust and depend on

831.917.5985

Serving Pebble Beach, Carmel, PG & All of Monterey Bay
Residential • Commercial • House Management
Ideal for Realtors • Vacation Homes
Window Cleaning • Move In & Move Out
Available Anytime ~ ANA or LURIA CRUZ ~

A Complete Painting Co.
Serving the Peninsula Since 1969

Professional, Clean, Courteous
100% English Speaking
Employees.
Call today for a Free Estimate.

831-262-0671 • 831-262-0436

TWO GIRLS
FROM CARMEL
Experienced • Professional
Friendly Touch for 30 years
BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

w HOME MANAGER
HOME MANAGER / PERSONAL ASSISTANT. 25
years exp. with excellent references. Anything you
need help with and more. Very organized & personable. Excellent transportation. Sandy Mauvais cell
(831) 920-2105.
4/17

(831) 373-6026
672 Diaz Ave.
Sand City, CA 93955
Fully Insured

Lic. #266816

DECORATIVE PAINT WORKS
BY BRAD BERKHEIMER
Painting fine homes in Carmel Valley,
Carmel and Pebble Beach for over 35 years
All English speaking
Excellent local references

Details Matter Because Every Detail Shows

Call us at (831) 663-9202

w HYPNOSIS

www.decopaintworks.com

change BEHAVIORS
Birdsong Hypnosis

Bonded and insured to $2 million

CSLB# 442989
Lic# 905076

Transforming Lives
www.Birdsonghypnosis.com
or call 831-521-4498

w LANDSCAPING
LANDSCAPE LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING AND
SOLAR FIXTURE INSTALLATION AND REPAIR.
PLEASE CALL 831-747-4522
5/1

w MOVING
J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize
in high-value household goods. Excellent references available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132.
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831)
901-5867.
TF

MILLER MOVING & STORAGE
Local, Nationwide, Overseas, or Storage.
We offer full service packing. Agents for
Atlas Van Lines. CAL PUC# 35355

373-4454

w PAINTING - COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Kofman Enterprises Inc.

Free Estimates
Interiors • Exteriors • Fine Finishes
Power Washing • Local References

www.PaintingonQ.com
Joe Quaglia 831-915-0631

Owner

w PET SERVICES
Inn the Doghouse - Carmel
Boarding and Daycare
a dog-loving home
for friendly dogs

Debbie Sampson (831) 277-5530
innthedoghouse@outlook.com

Adored Animals
831-917-1950
Dog Walking Overnight Care
Fitness Wellbeing

PAINTING CONTRACTOR/GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Quality workmanship at reasonable prices.
No job is too small! We can paint your bathroom, touch up your
window or paint your entire house. Senior citizen discount.
Fast Response • Many local references • In business on Peninsula since 1991

Please call us at
Visa/Mastercard accepted

ROSSROOFING1950.COM

(831) 901-8894
Lic. #686233

25270 Allen Place, Carmel CA 93923

w WINDOW CLEANING
JB Window Cleaning
Residential & Commercial
Mirros - Screens - Solar Panels - Graffiti
Skylights - Rain Gutters - Hard Water Stains

w TREE SERVICE

Jorge Bracamontes

831.601.1206

www.jbwindowcleaning.net

20% Discount with this ad

Stephen G. Ford Painting Inc.

15 YRS. EXPERIENCE • PROFESSIONAL & EXCELLENT REFERENCES

CALL (831)

(831) 394-8581

www.paintman831.com

Isabel’s Management Services

So Many Dustballs
So Little Time

60 Years of re-roof/repair expertise.
“Maximum Roofing Peace of Mind.”

Residential/Commercial/Move-Out/Move-In

Excellent References
20 Years Experience

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES CA LIC. 660892

Lic. #728609

Call 831-625-3307 for a free estimate, or cell 277-8952

Homes, Offices, Banks, Windows....
NO PROBLEM!
We do it all! Reasonable Prices, 10 Yrs Exp.
Call (831) 402-7856 For Free Estimates.
Lic.#BL24518

831.277.6332

TREE SERVICE

www.carmelpinecone.com

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE
& STUMP REMOVAL
Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Window Washing, Pressure Washing,
and Gutter Cleaning

Lic. # 677370

Call (831)

625-5743

Deadline: Tuesday, 4:00 PM •
vanessa@carmelpinecone.com

(831) 917-0405

www.mrwindowwashing.com
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BEST of BATES

Editorial
Biased in favor of
the public good
ONE OF the main opponents of Cal Am’s proposed desal project in Marina made
an interesting accusation this week. Marc Del Piero of the Ag Land Trust called a
reporter for this newspaper — and, by extension, The Pine Cone itself — an “apologist
for Cal Am” because he didn’t like the reporter’s front-page story last week.
That story was about one of the big issues confronting the Monterey Peninsula’s proposed desal plant in Marina — namely, its possible impact on freshwater supplies in the
Salinas Valley. Such an impact that would mainly be felt by owners of wells near the
desal plant, of course, but the EIR for the desal plant, which was released a couple of
weeks ago, said such impacts are likely to be negligible, and pointed out that very few
agricultural wells even exist that are close enough to be affected by the desal plant.
In particular, a well owned by the Ag Land Trust is no longer in use, the EIR said, and
is not even connected to any pipelines running to farmland. Our headline on the front
page story was, “Desal EIR takes steam out of claims of harm to aquifer” — which it
unquestionably did.
Of course, the EIR isn’t final yet, and there are likely to be substantial changes before
it is approved by the California Public Utilities Commission. In the meantime, however,
any objective person would have to say that the EIR is the most authoritative word on
the question of the desal plant’s potential harm to ag water supplies, and so is the EIRs
conclusion that such impacts will be minimal.
However, Del Piero angrily rejects the conclusions in the EIR, and he blames this
newspaper for giving them credence. The Ag Land Trust does have working wells near
the desal plant, he insists, and any claim to the contrary is just part of a plot by Cal Am
and public officials to get the desal plant approved. When we reported the EIR’s conclu-

“My garage is so small, I had to buy a Porsche.”

sions about Cal Am’s desal plant, according to Del Piero, we were showing our bias in
favor of Cal Am’s project.
It’s true that we are biased when it comes to the water supply — but not in favor of
Cal Am or its project. Here at The Pine Cone, we wholeheartedly are biased in favor of
a water supply for the people of the Monterey Peninsula, just like we’re biased in favor
of safe streets, top-notch schools, clean air and everything else that the public good
requires. In fact, we wholeheartedly demand that the Monterey Peninsula’s water supply
problems be solved once and for all, and we want it done now. However, it is not true
that we have some underhanded reason to support Cal Am’s plan. The only reason Cal
Am’s plan gets so much ink is that it is far out in front of all the other plans, and actually
seems to be near to fruition.
So, Marc Del Piero, if you don’t like the Cal Am plan for supplying water to the
Monterey Peninsula, come up with your own, and we’ll be happy to report it. You wanted
to be our county supervisor, so you must have some ideas. Deepwater Desal? Where’s
the beef with your desal proposal? If you have some, please show it to us and we’ll cover
it, too. Same thing with Nader Agha’s plan, the floating iceberg plan, the plastic-bagsfrom-Humboldt County plan and anything else the mind of man can conceive.
If the people behind these proposals are serious, and can make progress toward getting permits, and gain support from the public for what they have in mind, we’ll be happy
to cover them every step of the way.
In the meantime, Cal Am is obviously light-years in front of everybody else. Its proposal to draw saltwater from beneath the ocean, desalinate it at a plant near the Marina
landfill and then pump it to customers throughout the Monterey Peninsula — providing
them with a water supply that will be reliable for decades to come even as the Carmel
River is restored to health — is actually getting close to becoming reality.
Of course, it still has many regulatory hurdles to overcome, and has to answer a lot
of questions and meet a lot of tests before it can get permits. Nevertheless, after decades
of living under a punitive water shortage, the people of the Monterey Peninsula have
every reason to be celebrating Cal Am’s progress, and we are not ashamed to join them.
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Letters
to the Editor
The Pine Cone encourages submission of letters
which address issues of public importance. Letters
cannot exceed 350 words, and must include the
author’s name, telephone number and street address.
Please do not send us letters which have been submitted to other newspapers. We reserve the right to
determine which letters are suitable for publication
and to edit for length and clarity.
The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the editor
by email. Please submit your letters to
mail@carmelpinecone.com

EIRs and contracts
Dear Editor,
Two articles in your most recent edition
call for comment. The first is a recital from
the EIR for Cal Am’s desal plant that pumping from their wells will not cause harm to
the Salinas Valley groundwater basin. While
just a recital in the article, your headline
indicates the conclusion is accurate, but that
is not necessarily the case. The EIR is a draft,
and, frankly, has numerous holes in it. Talk to
any capable environmental engineer and they
will point out that actual data that clearly
proves the assertion is not included. Any
draft is open for comment and revision. In
this case, significant comments will be submitted and responded to.
Secondly, the article about cleaning up
city hall contractual processes was good, but
there was a factor strangely missing. The recommended revisions will certainly be good
for run-of-the-mill relations with vendors,

The Carmel Pine Cone
www.carmelpinecone.com

etc. However, for big ticket items, such as
retaining outside counsel, development of
marketing plans, etc., it is reasonable to
require the city attorney to review all the
documents involved in retaining such consultants. Further, with respect to outside
counsel, a procedure should be adopted
requiring the city attorney to implement
hands-on management of their activities.

Bill Hood, Carmel/Columbus, Ohio

‘People who don’t
have a clue’
Dear Editor,
The mayor and city council appear to be a
perfect storm. None seem to understand the
basics of leadership and management. The
former city manager, Jason Stilwell, ran
amuck with expenditures, and the mayor and
council were clueless. It seems none of them
understand the concept of paying attention to
details, and it is also apparent that none of
them had previous experience dealing with
finances, etc.
They just assigned everything to employees who also were not qualified and endowed
with poor judgment. But no one checked on
them.
Now it has come to the attention of the
city manager that contracts and expenditures
have been made, and after the fact a purchasing order has been sent to the vendor, etc.
This is crazy. It seems people get elected
because of prior experience on committees,
not-for-profits, environmental issues, etc.,
but none of these have anything to do with
the background and experience to run a successful business, organization, etc.
See LETTERS page 13A
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FROM EARTH, WIND AND FIRE
TO FATHER SERRA, A TOUCH
OF PAINT CAN’T HURT
A

S A young boy, Jon Stuefloten lived in
the Carmel Highlands and attended Bay
School. When he was in fourth grade, his
family moved to Carmel to be closer to his
father’s work — helping to build Comstock
houses. As soon as Stuefloten was old
enough, he started working with his father.
In time, he apprenticed with a painter.
“This was before there were latex paints and
rollers. When the first rollers came out, we

Small job, big honor: Jon Stuefloten applies gold
leaf to Father Junipero Serra’s grave.

thought they were the devil’s tool,” he
laughed.
His first job as an apprentice was to make
buckets of primer every morning. He mixed
paint thinner with linseed oil and added
shavings of bright white lead, which dissolved into the liquid. “It was so bright, it
was nearly blinding,” he said.
Later, he said, he was honored to apprentice with Lyle Ingram, an expert in faux finishes who worked in Monterey. He taught
Stuefloten how to create faux marble, wood
grain and other effects.
In the early 1970s, Stuefloten worked as a
contractor and installed some
of the first hot tubs in people’s
homes. He said that led to
some small building jobs and
then, through a mutual friend,
he was asked to do some
demolition in Carmel Valley.
It was part of a project to build
homes there for the members of Earth, Wind
& Fire.
“I did the job, cleaned up, and got everything done on time and within budget. The
contractor in charge fired his superintendent
at the site and hired me.” He completed the
project, including finding an expert to create
some stained-glass windows.
In 1980, Stuefloten started his own painting business. At the time, faux finishes were
becoming trendy with homeowners again,
and Stuefloten was already an expert from
his work with Ingram.
He also worked on a lot of older homes
and got a reputation not only for applying
finishes, but for being able to match and

repair damaged surfaces.
Despite the good word of mouth, every
year, he’d get a booth at a local home show to
promote his business. It was there he met
John O’Neil of the Central Coast Lighthouse
Keepers. O’Neil told Stuefloten there was
lead-based paint that needed to be removed
at Point Sur Lighthouse.
Stuefloten bid for the job against abatement specialists — people who remove and
dispose of lead and other hazardous materials for a living. His extensive research led
him to a chemical being sold in Nyack, N.Y.
It converted the lead in the paint to lead sulfate, which could be safely and easily
removed and disposed of.
As a result, Stuefloten’s bid was lower
than his competitors’, and he got the job,
beginning an enduring relationship with the
CCLK. He’s worked on the lighthouse keeper’s home, he’s matched colors so they’re
historically correct, and now is preparing to
repaint the lighthouse dome.
Other memorable jobs for Stuefloten
included painting the former Mediterranean
Market. He remembered that as they were
washing the exterior, they exposed the
Carmel Dairy sign, and he decided to restore
it to its original glory.
He’s also worked on Point Pinos
Lighthouse and Crespi Hall at the Mission.
The former Hart Mansion, now home to
White Hart Tearoom in Pacific Grove, is
also a recipient of Stuefloten’s TLC. The colorful 1893 Queen Anne’s exterior was
redone with period-appropriate colors that
Stuefloten researched before beginning.
Current projects include Casa Amesti in
Monterey, also known as the home of The
Old Capitol Club. He’s already restored two
solariums and is waiting for approval from
the Department of the Interior to do the exterior of the historic building.
Probably one of the smallest jobs he’s
ever done is also the one he’s proudest of,
though. He said he was honored to be asked
to clean and restore the graves and two altars
inside the Mission, including applying copper leaf to all the names.
“It’s such a thrill to be working on Father
Serra’s grave — and he’s going to be a saint!
I wish my folks were alive to see it.”
At age 74, he doesn’t plan to put the finishing touches on his career anytime soon.

Great Lives
By ELAINE HESSER
He recently became a Certified Painter
through Fine Paints of Europe in Vermont.
The program requires recommendations
from other professionals and completion of a
two-day seminar at the company’s headquarters.
Although Stuefloten enjoys historic
restoration, he also keeps up with what he
calls “bread and butter” jobs. He’s loyal to
his workers. And they return the favor — the
newest among them has been there for 12
years. “My crew is so deserving. I want
them to have all the work they can possibly
handle, long into the future,” he said.
To suggest someone for this column,
email elaine@carmelpinecone.com.
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A holiday for
barbecuing shopaholics
Y

OU CAN’T believe everything you
read on the Internet. I read online that
Memorial Day was started after the Civil
War to honor fallen soldiers. That may be
true, but these days, Memorial Day is a
national holiday to honor those who shop.
This is the weekend Americans are lured
away from their backyard barbecues by one
thing only — major price reductions. If you
believe the sale ads, it’s your last chance to
save on swimsuits, mattresses, graduation
gifts and automobiles. It’s now or never. Or
at least until the Father’s Day sales.
One year I bought a car on Memorial Day
weekend. The dealership advertised a oncein-a-lifetime deal on a new Mustang, a car
known back then as a “muscle” car. I didn’t have any
muscles, but they let me buy it
anyway.
I remember the new car
smell as I drove it home. I
parked in front of my house
and ran inside to get my camera. When I came back 2,000 swallows had
decided to fly back to Capistrano and made a
direct detour over my new car.
After a trip to the car wash for a sandblasting, I parked up the street in a safer spot.
I took a few snapshots of my gleaming new
automobile. Good thing, too, because it was
the last time I’d ever see it in showroom condition.
Two hours later, a teenager in a driving
school car backed into the spot where my car
was parked. I was coming out of my house
when I heard the crash. I ran over to the
instructor and said, “Did you see what your
student just did?”
“I certainly did,” he said. “He just flunked
parallel parking.”
I said, “He demolished the entire left side
of my car!”
“That’s nothing,” he said. “He also ran a
red light, knocked over a stop sign, cut off an
ambulance, and he’s still got 40 minutes to
go on his lesson.”
So my car was towed away. I had no
wheels. I called a buddy. He said, “Larry, I’m
going out of town. Drive me to the airport
and you can borrow my car for a couple of
weeks.”
He had a vintage auto. A hearse. It was so
old and decrepit, the whitewall tires had varicose veins. The back seat was piled high with
junk. But at least it was transportation.
After dropping my pal at the airport, I
parked near my house. I lived on a steep hill,
so I set the emergency brake. Which was a
good thing, because two minutes later I had
an emergency. I was unlocking my front door
when I saw the driverless hearse go barreling
down the hill. It crashed into somebody’s

backyard. They were having a barbecue.
Luckily nobody was hurt. The hearse was
barely scratched, slowed by a fence, a hedge
and a charcoal grill. Wieners flew everywhere. The hostess was in shock, but she
stayed calm. Nice lady. While waiting for the
police to arrive, she served me a plate of hot
dogs and potato salad.
The police officer said, “Is this your car?”
“No, sir, it belongs to a friend of mine.”
“What’s his name?”
I said, “I don’t think you would know
him.”
He said, “Try me. I used to work at a
psych ward.” He wrote up an accident report
and advised me to get a lawyer.

Wilde Times
By LARRY WILDE
I was a nervous wreck. So I decided to go
to a late movie to relax. While I was in the
theater, somebody stole the front seat out of
the hearse.
That’s when I discovered that it’s practically impossible to operate a car from a
kneeling position. But I was determined to
drive myself home. I gathered a bunch of
debris from the back — mostly fast food
wrappers and dirty laundry – and made a
makeshift drivers seat. The perch was so low
I barely cleared the steering wheel.
I was poking along nice and slow when I
got pulled over. It was my friend the cop who
wrote up my accident at the barbecue.
He said, “You again. We clocked you
going 5 miles an hour in a 35-mile-an-hour
zone. What seems to be the problem?”
I said, “Officer, somebody stole my front
seat.”
He said, “Step out of the car, buddy. I
want you to blow up a balloon.”
I said, “You don’t think I’ve been drinking?”
He said, “Noooo, it’s the squad car’s birthday. We’re gonna have a little party.”
The money I saved on my new Mustang
barely covered the deductibles, legal fees and
fines. And the nice lady at the barbecue who
gave me the potato salad? She got even with
me. One word: salmonella.
No matter what the ads say, some
Memorial Day sales are no bargain.
Larry Wilde is a former standup comedian and author of 53 humor books with sales
of over 12 million copies. The New York
Times has dubbed him “America’s BestSelling Humorist.” E-mail larry@larrywilde.com.

OCEAN VIEW PIED-À-TERRE

OPEN SATURDAY, 12 - 4 PM
SW Corner Mission & 3rd, Unit C-3, Carmel-by-the-Sea
Complete Connoisseur package: Ocean view, steps-to-town, designed to the nines, Pierre
Deux & Brunschwig & Fils fabrics, the dream Carmel pad. $1,295,000.
www.swcornermission3rd.cbrb.com
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HOLMAN

CLERK

From page 11A

properties, with 14 spaces going to the Holman Building to
provide parking for the retail businesses. The remaining
spaces would belong to Agha, who would still own the property’s retail buildings on Central Avenue.
Gash said he and his four partners — who include Craig
Bell, the owner of Pacific Grove’s First Awakenings restaurant — hope to begin work on the project early next year. He
said they’ve already spent “hundreds of thousands of dollars”
creating their plans, which would provide a badly needed shot
in the arm for a part of downtown Pacific Grove that’s been in
the doldrums since the Holman’s department store closed in
the late 1990s.
“If Mark [Brodeur, the city’s economic development and
community development director] can give me a building permit in January, I can deliver in 12 months,” predicted Gash,
who grew up on the Monterey Peninsula. “Give me a permit,
and I’ll give you a building.”
While many had speculated that another hotel plan was in
the works, Gash said he and his partners studied such a proposal — and decided it wasn’t feasible for a familiar reason.
“We did a lot of due diligence, but we don’t have the water,”
he added.
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history librarian in 2012, “has the personality, interest,
records-management experience and appreciation for the
special and historic role of the clerk in Carmel-by-the-Sea,”
according to Schmitz. He also noted there could be no better
person to have as the chief custodian of city records than the
curator of its historical collection.
The city clerk is responsible for city records, responding
to California Public Records Act requests, managing historic
and contemporary documents, recording legislative actions
at council meetings, preparing agendas and legal notices,
advertising for vacancies on boards and commissions, conducting municipal elections and serving as the filing officer
for state-required financial disclosure forms. The position
was last permanently held by Heidi Mozingo, who left in
October 2013 in protest against former city administrator
Jason Stilwell’s operation of city hall.
“I’m really excited to be working in city hall and closer
with Doug,” Wright said Wednesday, adding that Schmitz
“uses the library all the time.”
She said she was also looking forward to the transition
period with Lee Price, who holds the city clerk job temporarily and is considered one of the top clerk trainers in the state.
The idea to offer Wright the job arose from a brainstorming session he and Price had on possible internal candidates
after the last recruitment effort a few months ago failed to
produce a viable candidate.
Wright, who holds a master’s in library and information
science from the University of Washington and a bachelor’s
in English from Oregon State University, said she was surprised. “It took a little bit of thinking,” she said. “I really do
love being a librarian, but there is a bit of overlap,” considering both positions involve a lot of working with documents.
She will officially begin training in her new job June 1 but
will be making visits to city hall in the meantime — especially as the city council’s agenda packets are prepared for next
month’s meetings. “I think her goal is to get me working
toward being a certified municipal clerk as quickly as possible,” Wright said.
Meanwhile, library director Janet Bombard will have to
figure out how to replace her.
Bombard credited Wright with improving the Local
History Room’s processes and procedures, implementing
new technologies and a large-scale documents-digitization
project, and making “notable inroads into the backlog of
unprocessed collections.” All of her hard work has made the
department and its materials more accessible, according to
Bombard. “She will apply the same knowledge and enthusiasm to working in the city clerk’s office,” she predicted.
The new job also represents a significant step up for
Wright. While the 2014 salary range for the librarian II position is $53,868 to $77,580 per year, the range for city clerk is
$98,232 to $119,388.
Wright lives in Carmel Valley, and prior to joining the
city’s payroll, she worked for the public libraries in Pacific
Grove and Monterey.

eventually flowed onto the recreation trail and into the sea,
anyway.
Meanwhile, MRWPCA crews shut down the city’s uphill
pump stations so flows to the affected station would be limited. All of the city’s wastewater — about 1 million gallons
per day — passes through the pump station on its way to the
regional treatment plant north of Marina.
At about 10 p.m., nearly five hours after the discharge
stopped, Kampe issued an email message saying “There will
be a thorough review of the incident, now that the immediate
crisis has been stabilized.” On Wednesday, Kampe told The
Pine Cone that Sciuto would lead the review with participation from Pacific Grove officials.
“Paul is new in his leadership role, and all expectations
are that he will be very objective in that process,” Kampe
said. “Our participants will report back on any residual issues
that may need additional attention.”
Sciuto said that officials from NOAA also responded
quickly to sample the quality of the discharge-affected water.
The county health department posted signs on the rec trail
and at Lovers Point beach warning of the dangers of swimming.

FAILS
From page 16A

Call now to reserve your spot!

831-372-3656

provider California American Water’s proposed desal plant in
Marina doesn’t come to fruition.
Apart from April and May, which hasn’t been billed yet,
Stoldt said the public water agency spent $38,143 in defending the WaterPlus lawsuit. The bill includes 177 attorney
hours.
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“We are pleased the court validated the [water] district
board’s position that CEQA is inapplicable to its decision to
enter into the cost-sharing agreement,” water district attorney
Alex J. Lorca of De Lay & Laredo said. “We’re especially
pleased the ruling came at this preliminary stage, as it precludes protracted litigation.”
WaterPlus attorney David Balch — who also represents
Agha, who is proposing a competing water project to
DeepWater Desal’s — did not respond to a message seeking
comment on behalf of the group.
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Announcing the

‘Don’t go swimming’
One man who came across the red “Hazardous Materials
Do Not Enter” tape that stopped pedestrians and motorists
from entering Ocean View Boulevard between Fountain
Avenue and 13th Street told The Pine Cone that at about
11:30 a.m., before learning of the spill, he tried to swim at
Lovers Point, which is west of the pump station.
“I went to go jump down in Lovers Point, and some guy
said not to do that because there was pollution coming in, but
he didn’t know how much,” said the man, who wanted to
remain anonymous.
As the crisis developed, Pacific Grove police used the
county emergency notification system — which contacts residents by telephone, email or text, depending on how they’re
registered with the system — to ask them to minimize their
use of toilets, showers, sinks and washing machines until the
sewers were restored to normal operation.
“The police did effectuate the reverse-911 [phone system]
to tell people to please minimize usage, which obviously
minimized” what went into the bay, Sciuto said.
It took hours to stop the discharge, according to the MRWPCA, because it took crews that long to disconnect power to
the pump station, pump the sewage out of the facility, and
repair the valve. Once those tasks were completed and the
station was cleared of sewage, discharge into the ocean
stopped at 5:22 p.m., and pumping to the Marina treatment
plant continued.
Sciuto said that accidents like Monday’s seldom occur.
“I was talking to one of our supervisors, who told me the
last time [the MRWPCA] had a spill, which was over in the
Salinas area, was in 1996,” he said. “So it’s been like 20
years.”
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Momma
Momma is a 43 pound,
15-year-old Chow. This sweet
old gal enjoys meeting people
and wants to become your
loving sidekick. She would
love to ﬁnd a forever home
where she can settle down,
relax in her golden years and
spend her days cuddling with
you. Momma also gets along
well with other dogs. Momma came to us from the Los
Banos Animal Shelter after being surrendered with several
other small dogs because her guardian was moving.
To meet Momma, ﬁll out an online application.
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Weakley’s attorney, Andy Swartz, sent an email message
to The Pine Cone with a statement from Weakley, who also
said he was confident the matter would be settled.
“I represented CLM in a respectable and transparent manner, and I wish the company well,” Weakley said. “This has
been a huge learning experience for me, and I believe it has
made me stronger. I am excited about moving forward to new
opportunities with continued integrity.”
Before Weakley left CLM in July 2014, and the convoluted legal dispute between them began, he and Bernahl were
partners with Jeff and Cindy Troesh in Faith & Flower, a Los
Angeles restaurant. But in November 2014, the Troeshes
filed suit against Bernahl and CLM over control of Faith &
Flower. In response, Bernahl in December 2014 filed suit
against the Troeshes.
Though Weakley wasn’t named a defendant, the complaint alleged that Weakley, together with the Troeshes,
“hatched a criminal scheme” to defraud CLM by crafting a
fake promissory note with the intent to seize the L.A. restaurant.
It got uglier when Bernahl’s countersuit asserted that
Weakley had convinced a large business to not renew its corporate sponsorship of the beloved PBF&W, costing hundred
of thousands of dollars in sponsorship money. Weakley,
through Swartz, has strongly denied the charge.
Bernahl settled the dispute with the Troeshes on March
20. It resulted in Bernahl retaining complete control of Faith
& Flower.
Meanwhile, Bernahl said that this year’s Pebble Beach
Food & Wine was the most successful in the event’s eight
years, “not just financially, but also operationally.” And CLM
has been “completely restructured” since July 2014, “putting
us in our most solid position in eight years,” he said.
And, Bernahl said, Faith & Flower is also flourishing.
“CLM is elated with the team’s performance at F&F, and
even more excited to continue raising the bar now as its sole
owner,” Bernahl said.

contains the Serra Memorial Cenotaph designed by artist Jo
Mora), the gift store, the museum, the chapel and the
Mission’s stately outdoor spaces, as well as replacement of
the entry arch that was removed before the initial restoration
work began five years ago.
In general, the rehabilitation will address seismic safety
and provide access for the disabled. The planned changes are
relatively minor: swapping out a door for a window and
adding another Dutch door in the gift shop, removing part of
a wall to make way for a new pedestrian path and gate,
increasing the height of the porch and adding concrete stairs
in front of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, and adding a ramp
to connect the courtyard to the fountain, gardens and museum, for instance.
An ADA family restroom will be installed on the west
side of the Downie museum building in an area currently
used as a storage space, and another new bathroom will be
built in the southwest corner of the Quadrangle. The parking
lot will be graded to make it safer and add three handicap
spaces, as well as improve drainage.
A scale model of the Mission will be placed near the front
of the museum, and new exhibit panels and cases will be
installed in the Mora Chapel, which will undergo seismic
retrofitting, cleaning and conservation “as necessary,” as will
the Convento.

FORT ORD VANDALISM – KYLE’S BENCH
I did not know Kyle and I do not know his parents. I do know that Kyle’s
Bench is a tribute to their young son who tragically died. This tribute is
carved into the bench.
I continue to be sad to hear Kyle’s Bench has been repeatedly vandalized
and removed from the Plateau at Fort Ord.
To the parents of Kyle, know that Kyle’s Bench is still in our hearts. It is
a gathering place for meeting new and old friends. It is a place for being
thoughtful and thankful.
If anyone has information about who is behind the vandalism, I hope you
will provide the information to the police. This person(s) need to be held
accountable and no doubt need serious counseling.
To the vandals of Kyle’s Bench, it is hard to believe you could have no
feelings or respect for parents who have placed a loving memorial to their
son. I hope you come to realize the pain you have inﬂicted and will think
twice before further acts of vandalism.
To Kyle, you will continue to be honored by all who ride at Fort Ord.
To all who pass through the plateau where Kyle’s bench was located, I
know you will continue to honor Kyle with your quiet reﬂections and will
continue to be inspired to cherish each moment in life.
– Anonymous

Replace the arch?
Historical consultant Kent Seavey reviewed the plans and
determined they comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, with no
mitigation necessary.
Comfortable with the overall project and having heard no
comments from the public, board members spent most of
their time at the May 18 meeting debating whether to allow
the arch that was removed from the entryway five years ago
to be replaced. That element was added to the wall in front of
the Basilica sometime between 1928 and 1938, long after the
Mission was built, but it’s still old enough to be considered
historic in its own right, according to senior planner Marc
Wiener’s report.
Gualtieri favored leaving the arch off the wall. “It may be
70 or 80 years old, but it’s on the prime façade of an historic
resource from another period,” she said. “You have a superlative architectural structure, and the first thing you notice is
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Church in the Forest
Multi-denominational

9:30 am Services
Spirit is Everything
The Rev. Dr. William B. Rolland
9:15 am Pre-service Concert
I Cantori di Carmel, Dr. Sal Farrantelli, Director
Melinda Coffey Armstead, piano & organ

Christian Science Church
Sunday Church and Sunday School 10 a.m.
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30 p.m
Reading Room hours: 10 am to 4 pm Mon-Thu, 11 am to 3 p.m. Sat.
Childcare & Parking Provided

Lincoln St. btwn 5th & 6th • 624-3631

“Go therefore and make disciples….”
Matthew 28:19

19th & 20th Century
Estate Artwork

THE CARMEL PINE CONE

Trotter Galleries

WILL BE CLOSED ON
MEMORIAL DAY
MONDAY, MAY 25

Collections/ Estates
Carpe Diem Fine Books
- NOW BUYING 245 Pearl St, Monterey
831-643-2754 Tu-Sa 12-6

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

10am Worship Service
Message: “Plan B”
Rev. Dr. Mark S. Bollwinkel &
Bonnie Bollwinkel
Guest Musician:
Stephanie Brown, Violin

Loving Childcare • Children’s Sunday School
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel by the Sea
831.624.3550 • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

First United Methodist Church
of Pacific Grove

found at www.butterflychurch.org

Friendship/Coffee Time beginning at 9:00am
Worship celebration at 10:00 a.m.

Memorial Sunday
“The Soul of the Warrior”
Guest Speaker: Dr. Sam Kier
915 Sunset Dr. @ 17-Mile Dr., Pacific Grove, (831) 372-5875

--- PURCHASING---

BOOKS WANTED

A ‘treasure’
“The Carmel Mission is a local, state and national treasure. The people undertaking the restoration of the Mission
should be applauded as good and faithful stewards of this
historic resource,” Carper told The Pine Cone after the meeting. “They have given great thought and careful consideration to preserving the Mission for future generations and
making the Mission more accessible to persons with disabilities. Their work to ensure that this treasured historic
resource is open to everyone and can be enjoyed by many
more people in the generations to come is commendable.”
Vic Grabrian, president of the Carmel Mission
Foundation, estimated Phase II will cost about $20 million,
and the nonprofit hopes to raise the first half by the end of
the year.
“We are primarily looking for major donors who would be
willing to sponsor the restoration of a specific historic structure or courtyard,” he said. “In the past six months, we have
been successful in raising over $2.5 million.”
Assuming the project gets all its necessary permits this
year, the second restoration phase should begin in January
2016.
“We were very pleased to have received the unanimous
approval of the project by the historic resources board this
week, which completes one important milestone,” he said.

Loving Child Care, Children’s Sunday School, Chrysalis Youth Program

ART & ANTIQUES

(831) 238-4631

the arch, when you should be noticing the Basilica.”
But board member Julie Wendt said she didn’t think the
HRB should make an “arbitrary decision” about the arch, and
vice chair Greg Carper said it was only removed for safety
reasons, so the Diocese of Monterey, which owns the
Mission, should be allowed to replace it.
“When it was taken down, there was some understanding
that it would be returned,” agreed board member Elinor
Laiolo.
Ultimately, the historic board made a few changes to the
project, including ensuring new paving materials match the
existing bricks and pavement that will be replaced, that any
tiles removed from the Mora Chapel be salvaged and reused
as much as possible, and that a new gate adjacent to the gift
shop shouldn’t look too much like the main gate, which is
historically significant.
Commissioners voted 4-0, with chairman Erik Dyar
absent, that the proposal meets the Secretary of the Interior
standards for rehabilitation of historic properties.
The planning commission will also have to review the permits, and the work in the parking lot will have to be considered by the city council, since it will encroach on the public
right of way.

CARMEL  CARMEL VALLEY  MONTEREY  PACIFIC GROVE  PEBBLE BEACH

Erdman Chapel at Stevenson School • 3152 Forest Lake Rd • Pebble Beach
831-624-1374 • citf@mbay.net • www.churchintheforest.org

(831) 274-8652
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Worship
Complimentary Valet Parking Available

Pine Cone
Prestige Classifieds

The Carmel Pine Cone

Speak the Truth,
Even if Your Voice Shakes
Ben Melli, Assistant Pastor
9:30 am - Traditional • 11:00 am - Contemporary
6:00 pm - New Evening Service starting June 7

Corner of Ocean & Junipero, Carmel
www.carmelpres.org

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
Dolores & 9th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

8:00 AM Traditional • 10:30 AM* Choral
5:30PM Candlelit
(Evensong - 1st Sun., 5:30 PM)
*Childcare provided at 9 AM - 12 NOON

(831) 624-3883
www.allsaintscarmel.org

Carmel Mission Basilica
Sat. Mass: 5:30PM fulfills Sunday obligation.
Sun. Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM; 12:45 PM and 5:30 PM
Confessions: Sat. 9:30 to 10:30 AM (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

3080 Rio Road, Carmel

Place your Church Services here. Call Vanessa (831) 274-8652
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Portfolio

of Luxury Real Estate

PREVIEW ALL OUR LISTINGS AND OPEN HOMES ON OUR WEBSITE

Monterey | Beautifully remodeled Spanish Colonial on 9th fairway of Old Del Monte Course | $2,999,000

Carmel | Extraordinary Residence Atop a 20 Acre Knoll with Ocean & Forest Views | Newly Priced $10,988,000


VOTED “BEST REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN MONTEREY COUNTY” 2012, 2013 AND 2014
AWARDED TOP LUXURY BROKERAGE ~ LUXURY PORTFOLIO INTERNATIONAL

apr-carmel.com

* Sources: REAL Trends Top 500 ~ San Francisco Business Times ~ Silicon Valley Business Journal

