
Institute of International Studies — said this week she never
actually graduated from the school, and has no college diplo-
ma at all. 

But she contends the false claim was the result of an over-
sight and not an intentional effort to deceive voters.

Since at least 2004, and possibly even as far back as her
election to the board of trustees of Monterey Peninsula
College in 1999, the 4th District supervisor has claimed on
numerous websites and other campaign materials that she

had a degree in international economics from the distin-
guished Monterey college. But on Feb. 11, a representa-
tive from MIIS contacted Parker to inform her it has no
record of her degree.

“This is surprising and somewhat embarrassing, as you
can imagine,” Parker, 62, told The Pine Cone Tuesday. “As
soon as I learned of the issue, I started looking into what
happened, corrected the information on my website, put a
message on my Facebook page, and am exploring what my
options are.”

A challenger investigates
The information came to light when a researcher hired

by her challenger, former Salinas Mayor Dennis Donohue,
61, contacted the school to inquire about Parker’s sup-

posed degree.
When Donohue was asked by The Pine Cone

what he believed Parker should do in light of the
discovery, he told The Pine Cone, “My sole focus

is on listening to the issues facing the residents of
District 4 and explaining why I am the best candidate to
deliver real solutions. This is Jane Parker’s issue, and she
will need to focus her attention on it.” 

His campaign manager, Steve Thomas, said, “These are
facts you think would have been checked previously, but
obviously they were not.”

Parker, who says she attended MIIS in the 1970s when
it was called the Institute of Foreign Studies, said she

believed she had completed all the classes required to get her
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Parker admits misleading voters about college degree
n Claims she just found out 
she never graduated from MIIS

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY Supervisor Jane Parker —
who was twice elected to the board of supervisors after
telling voters she had a degree from the prestigious Monterey

This screenshot from a League of Women Voters 2004 election pamphlet
is an example of county supervisor Jane Parker’s frequent campaign claim
that she has a degree from MIIS — a claim she now says isn’t true.

By MARY SCHLEY

IT TURNS out that even Bill Murray — who’s well
known in these parts for his friendliness and accessibil-
ity to the crowds during the AT&T Pro-Am — has his
limits when it comes to attention from fans. 

Last Thursday night, apparently upset at having his
picture taken while he was trying to enjoy himself at
Vesuvio restaurant’s rooftop bar, Murray grabbed cell
phones from a couple of women and tossed them off the
roof, according to Carmel Police Cmdr. Paul Tomasi.

After the incident, somebody called the cops, but
Murray had left by the time they got there. The women
denied taking pictures of the comedic movie star.

“Two of them are saying, ‘He just walked by and I
was on my phone, and he just grabbed it and threw it off
the roof,’” Tomasi said. But, “obviously, there were peo-
ple up there taking pictures.”

By the time the women got downstairs to retrieve
their phones, someone had picked them up and taken
them, according to Tomasi, and the next morning,
detective Jeff Watkins tracked Murray down to the
Pacific Gardens Inn in Pacific Grove, where he met
with the manager and spoke with the actor.

“Bill Murray was there and did speak with him
briefly,” Tomasi said. All the actor said was that he had
been at Vesuvio the previous night and would cover the
costs of any damage — but that was it.

With assurance they would be reimbursed, the
women — Irene Villarreal from San Jose and Athena

Murray hurls phones 
off Vesuvio rooftop bar

By KELLY NIX

THE MOST important issue facing the Monterey
Peninsula and the county is undoubtedly water, and the topic
also marks the starkest contrast between the two candidates
vying for the 5th District county supervisor’s seat.

Adams, who was CEO of United Way Monterey County
until her retirement in June 2015, said she believes in a “port-
folio approach” to the Peninsula’s water problems, including
continued conservation, “recharging the aquifers,” water
reclamation and, perhaps most significantly, “a smaller desal
plant for existing needs.”

“We need a sustainable water source that is affordable,
feasible, and soon,” Adams told The Pine Cone.
“Furthermore, I look forward to productive talks among the
entire county family on the long-range future water needs
and shared priorities.” 

Cal Am’s proposed desal plant in Marina — which has the

Potter, Adams differ 
on water solutions

Dave Potter Mary Adams
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CITY WORK ON PRIVATE LAND PROMPTS INVESTIGATION
By MARY SCHLEY

‘LACK OF information, incorrect assumptions, and
poor communication” between public works superintendent
Rob Culver and his boss, Rob Mullane, led to the construc-
tion, and then abrupt removal, of an asphalt berm by city
works crews on private property adjacent to city council-
woman Victoria Beach’s house on Acacia Way last
December, an investigator has concluded.

But pressure from the councilwoman, and city workers’
difficulty in handling that pressure, also figured into the
equation.

Stephanie Atigh was asked to look into the matter after

Beach’s neighbor complained on Dec. 17, 2015, that city
workers were constructing a berm next to Beach’s home,
even though Acacia Way is a private road that’s maintained
by the residents. (The neighbor, Barbara Buikema, learned
that for herself following the 1997-1998 El Niño storms
when she asked the city for help repairing substantial flood
damage and was told that since Acacia Way is private, she
would have to cover the costs — which she did by procuring
a “six-figure loan,” according to Atigh.)

So, when she learned public works crews were building a
berm above Beach’s house, she complained to the city.

‘Good customer service’
Hired to look into the berm controversy, Atigh inter-

viewed Beach, her neighbors, interim city administrator and
Police Chief Mike Calhoun, Mullane and his crew, two of
whom have worked for the city for more than two decades.

In November 2015, Beach asked public works to look at
the erosion on her property that was being caused by runoff
from the public road above her house, and was told a berm
would solve the problem, according to Atigh’s report. Atigh
said that while Beach knows her street is private property, she
believed the city should construct the berm on Acacia
because the runoff was coming from the city right of way.

Not knowing how to respond to such a request from a
council member and wanting to give “good customer ser-
vice,” Culver asked Mullane what to do, and he authorized
the work. Subsequently, a small crew spent a few hours con-
structing the berm out of cold asphalt mix. Later, the crew
returned to remove it after being told the work had been a
mistake.

Culver said Beach called and asked why the “beautiful
berm” was being removed, and he told her a neighbor had
complained.

Afterward, Mullane initially told the investigator he didn’t
know Acacia Way was private and denied Culver had told
him as much, but “later modified his statement to say that
Culver may have told him that this was a private road, but he
thought that the remedial work would be done on the public
right of way.”

And an email he sent to Calhoun suggested Mullane’s

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH THE election of two city council members and a
mayor taking place in less than two months, campaign signs
for one of the contenders — Jack Pappadeas — have
appeared in the windows of businesses all over town. And
while campaign signs in and of themselves aren’t unusual,
their number is.

“I’m at 50 and counting,” Pappadeas said Thursday. “It’s
just another way of reaching people.”

A resident here for a decade but inactive in politics until
now, Pappadeas said he’s often in town and has a lot of sup-
port from restaurants and other businesses.

Before he announced his candidacy, his name had almost
never been mentioned in The Pine Cone or elsewhere in con-
nection with any current events, but “I’m probably more well
known than anyone else running, because I’m on the street
every day,” Pappadeas said.

After announcing he would run, Pappadeas began asking
the business people he knows if they would place his signs in
their windows. 

Businesses enter political
fray with campaign signs




