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Construction equipment and collision barriers (left) line Highway 68 near its junction with Highway 1 as workers start building the much
anticipated roundabout (right) which is expected to smooth traffic by eliminating the stoplight and all left turns at the busy intersection. 

n Other issues emerge after
reopening of outdoor theater

By MARY SCHLEY

BOLTS USED to build a set and a temporary stage at the
Indoor Forest Theater were driven into a wall covered with
lead paint, requiring the theater to be shut down in late July,
according to planning director Rob Mullane. But he said
cleanup of the hazardous material, as well as faulty paint and
a few other issues in the theater, should be completed within
a few weeks.

“The indoor theater is closed because we had a hazardous
materials release, and we didn’t know the extent of it,”
Mullane said Wednesday. 

The theater’s tenant, Pacific Repertory Theatre’s School
of Dramatic Arts, made changes inside without checking
with the city first, which is required, according to Mullane.
“We had made it clear that any alteration to the walls or ceil-
ings or anything needed to be tested before any alterations
could be made, because there could be lead paint,” he said.
“And that’s what happened. They didn’t notify us, nor did
they follow the procedure to have a sampling done before
they disturbed those areas.”

After the temporary stage and back wall were built, city
employees became aware of the work and shut the theater
down July 29, not knowing the extent of the contamina-

Lead paint 
closes Indoor
Forest Theater

See HIKER page 31A

While firefighters battle dueling blazes, trespassing hiker needs rescue

See ROUNDABOUT page 19A

HIGHWAY 68 ROUNDABOUT CONSTRUCTION BEGINS
By KELLY NIX

AFTER A delay of almost a year, crews began con-
struction this week on a $10 million roundabout at the
intersection of Highway 1 and Highway 68 officials main-
tain will make traveling through the congested area much
easier. 

The Highway 68 roundabout will replace traffic lights
at the intersection, which is often clogged during rush
hours, especially going eastbound on Highway 68. 

“This is going to make things so much better for trav-

elers and so much safer and have so much less impact on
the neighborhood,” Transportation Agency for Monterey
County executive director Debbie Hale told a crowd of
public officials and others at a groundbreaking ceremony
Monday morning. “We are so excited about it.”

Construction crews this week began nighttime work on
both sides of the southbound Highway 1 onramp, near the
Pebble Beach gate and Highway 68 median. 

The roundabout project is being funded with private
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Equipment-laden
emergency workers
collect their gear
after rescuing a mis-
guided hiker
Saturday from a cliff
at Julia Pfeiffer Burns
State Park. The man,
who is being ques-
tioned at rear by law
enforcement, was
cited for entering a
closed park and then
blasted on social
media.

By CHRIS COUNTS

WASTING VALUABLE manpower at a time when major
fires are raging across the state — including two in Big Sur —
a hiker needed to be rescued Aug. 20 from a cliff just above the
beach next to the iconic waterfall at Julia Pfeiffer Burns State
Park.

Because the Soberanes Fire is nearby, the park is closed to
the public. But that didn’t stop a hiker from trying to get to a
beach that many other hikers have foolishly tried to  access
before. Some have even died trying.

The incident happened at about 8 a.m. The hiker was an
unnamed 20-year-old man from Texas who was visiting Big
Sur with his family.

“The misguided hiker walked into a closed park, due to the
Soberanes Fire, then attempted to descend a 200-foot cliff side
to the beach below,” the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office

See THEATER page 12A

See HOUSING page 29ASee STINK page 17A

Supervisors reject challenge to P.B. affordable housing  
By KELLY NIX

THE APARTMENT complex in Pebble Beach that
would offer employees of the company affordable housing
near where they work was OK’d Tuesday by the Monterey
County Board of Supervisors, which rejected pleas from
some of the neighbors to halt the development.

After listening to more than 50 speakers, including many
opposed to the housing project, but also Pebble Beach Co.
employees who said the 24 apartments would make their
lives better, the supervisors voted unanimously to confirm
the county planning commission’s June approval of a permit
for the project, thereby giving it the green light.

Residents of the Pacific Grove neighborhood adjacent to
the development cited a host of reasons why the apartments
shouldn’t be near them, including the “danger” of the site, the
removal of 725 trees and increased traffic. They also claimed
the new housing isn’t close enough to schools, shops and
other services — even though a grade school, a high school,
a charter school and several shopping centers are within easy

walking distance.
But some proponents of the $7.5 million, Pebble Beach

Company-funded project said the opponents’ arguments are
a smokescreen, and that the location is indeed close to
amenities. 

“This is the prime case of ‘not in my backyard,’ let’s be
honest about it,” Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce
President Moe Ammar told the supervisors.  

Nearly half of those who addressed the supervisors called
on them to reject the neighbors’ appeal of the planning com-
mission’s approval of the housing plan, including numerous
P.B. Co. workers who said the apartments would be much
more convenient for them and their families. 

Blanca Munguia, a sales associate and single mom to
three girls who has worked for the Pebble Beach Company
for 16 years, said that her commute from Salinas is an hour
and 15 minutes each way. 

“This location would be very good for my family” and

By MARY SCHLEY

A LARGE pool of what some feared to be raw sewage
because of its offensive aroma and proximity to public bath-
rooms at the south end of Carmel Beach is in fact the result
of “a sort of perfect storm effect,” according to city forester
Mike Branson.

“There were some high tides a few weeks ago that created
ponding of seawater behind the sand berm closer to the
water,” he explained. “Normally, these ponds will drain out
to the ocean on their own, but sometimes, the ponds can
linger for a while.”

And because coastal laws prohibit the city from cutting
the beach to drain the water, according to Branson, it sits and
cooks in the sun while also being fed by “natural seeps along
the beach south of Santa Lucia to Martin that have sulfur

‘Perfect storm’ 
causes stink at beach


