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Cemetery for veterans opens at Fort Ord  
By KELLY NIX

AFTER MORE than a two-decade quest to create a
cemetery for local military veterans and their families, the
first phase of the Central Coast Veterans Cemetery at Fort
Ord opened Tuesday.

The completed portion of the cemetery includes 5,000
columbaria niches on 17 acres. By the time it’s finished, the
cemetery will provide at least 11,500 gravesites, over the
next 20 years, including in-ground plots.

Congressional candidate Jimmy Panetta, who helped
reinvigorate the drive to build the graveyard, said that
commemorating the opening of the veterans’ cemetery is
also acknowledgment of the obligation the nation has to
the men and women who served it.

“For too long, this cemetery was just a vision that was
possessed by only a few veterans and their family mem-
bers,” said Panetta, who was in the United States Navy
Reserves for eight years and served in Afghanistan in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. “Fortunately, those

veterans utilized a quality that
many of them learned through
their training right here on the
Former Fort Ord — that is, they
never gave up.”

Casey Lucius, a former
Naval Postgraduate School
professor and Navy veteran
who ran an intelligence unit on
the USS John C. Stennis in the
Persian Gulf and is running
against Panetta for the 20th
Congressional District seat,
also attended Tuesday’s cere-
mony.

“It was a touching event,”
said Lucius, who is on the Fort
Ord Reuse Authority board.
“The first person who was
interred was U.S. Army Maj.
William Williams, who is one
of the veterans who wanted to

By MARY SCHLEY

THE PLANNING commission this week reviewed the
first application for a new home that can be built due to the
water credits former Mayor Clint Eastwood is selling after
transferring the old Odello artichoke fields to the Big Sur
Land Trust for a flood-control project.

“As a result of the Malpaso water allocation, this is one of
a number of applications you’ll see in the coming months,”
architect Adam Jeselnick told the commission at its Oct. 12
meeting, when members considered his plans for a 2,100-
square-foot house to be built on a vacant, 4,000-square-foot
lot at the northeast corner of Ninth and Monte Verde.

New water connections have been virtually impossible to
obtain since the late 1980s because of political and environ-
mental disputes over the Monterey Peninsula’s water supply.
Some cities have small allocations of water they are saving
for important municipal projects, but the last time a residen-
tial property owner obtained a new hookup in the City of
Carmel was in July 2000, according to Gabriela Ayala, a con-
servation specialist for the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District. At that time, .199 acre-feet of the city’s
allocation went for a new home at Carmelo and Second.

Most new users
But now, Eastwood is selling 82 acre-feet of water to

property owners in the City of Carmel and in the Carmel
River Watershed for $24,000 per tenth of an acre-foot, and so
far, Ayala said, 42 people have recorded new allocations with
the district, for a total of 7.48 acre-feet. Roughly 85 percent
are within the city limits.

And of those, seven have made it through the planning
process to obtain building and water permits, for a total of

First new house 
proposed with
Malpaso water
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Columbaria like these and gravesites at the newly opened Central Coast Veterans Cemetery on
Fort Ord will hold the remains of more than 5,000 people who served in the military. 

Water purchased from Clint Eastwood will make building a house at
Monte Verde and Ninth a reality, though planning commissioners
want a different design from architect Adam Jeselnick than this one.
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TEACHER FILES SUIT, ALLEGES RACIST HISPANIC

COWORKERS TARGETED WHITE COLLEAGUE
By KELLY NIX

A PRESCHOOL teacher has filed suit against the
Monterey County Office of Education alleging she was retal-
iated against because she was friends with a white, Mormon
employee who was the subject of ongoing racism and reli-
gious bigotry by her Hispanic coworkers.

In a complaint filed Oct. 5, Gladys Coria, who taught at
Martin Luther King Center in Salinas, alleges that in 2010
when she realized that the school’s director, Esther Hobbs,
had become the object of contempt from other employees,
she stepped in to defend Hobbs — whom she characterizes in
the lawsuit as “reserved, white and a devout Mormon.”

“Ms. Hobbs became an easy and frequent target for
ridicule from the otherwise Hispanic staff, which engaged in
daily racial and religious slurs toward Ms. Hobbs,” according

to the complaint. “Ms. Coria felt it was her duty as a
Christian to defend her coworker.” 

Among the things the Hispanic teachers said about
Hobbs, is, “You are not going to like [Hobbs]” … “she is
white,” she is “white and racist,” and, “The new employee is
Mormon and Mormons are bad people,” according to Coria’s
lawsuit, which says Hobbs was the only white employee at
the school when she was hired in 2010.

The school’s family services advocate “regularly
remarked that all the MLK employees were Mexican, and
that they shouldn’t have a white woman as their boss,”
according to the 26-page complaint, filed for Coria by
Sacramento attorney Lawrance A. Bohm.

However, Coria said that when she reported the “daily”
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Expensive, deadly Soberanes Fire is finally out
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER NEARLY three months and $200 million, the
Soberanes Fire is finally fully contained at 132,127 acres,
representatives of Los Padres National Forest and the Central
Coast Incident Management Team announced Wednesday
night. Sparked by an illegal campfire in Garrapata State Park
the morning of July 22, the blaze destroyed 57 homes and
several other buildings in Palo Colorado Canyon, claimed the
life of a bulldozer operator, and led to at least a dozen other
serious injuries to firefighters, including the man who had to
be airlifted after the water tanker he was driving rolled down
a steep embankment.

Investigators still don’t know who started it, though they
continue to pursue leads.

Even though the fire is now contained, it is not fully extin-
guished, and smoke plumes and hot spots will keep burning
within the contained area until winter rains saturate it, offi-
cials speculated.

“The public should be aware that smoldering areas within
the interior will continue to put up smoke,” they said. “The
fire will be determined completely controlled after a season-
ending rain event occurs in the next two months.”

With the fire burning in U.S. Forest Service and Cal Fire
jurisdictions, federal and state agencies collaborated on try-
ing to stop it from spreading. At the height of the fire, as it
destroyed homes and threatened more in Carmel Highlands,
Carmel Valley, Cachagua and Big Sur — leading to several
evacuations — more than 5,000 firefighters from state, coun-
ty and city fire departments, along with USFS fire crews,
state prison inmate crews, members of the National Guard
and other forces, came to help. Fire camps were set up in
Toro Park, at Carmel Middle School, in Andrew Molera 

By CHRIS COUNTS

BESIDES DESTROYING homes, vegetation and
wildlife, wildfires also are capable of wreaking havoc on
important Native American sites — but not because of their
intense heat and flames, archaeologist Gary Breschini told
The Pine Cone.

“The damage to archaeological sites doesn’t come so
much from fire, but from bulldozers,” said Breschini, who
will present a talk Thursday, Oct. 20, at the Carmel Valley
History Center. 

The impact of the Soberanes Fire on local archeological
sites is among the topics he plans to discuss.

Specifically, Breschini noted that at least four local sites
were disturbed by bulldozers during the recent blaze, which
was started July 22 by an illegal campfire. The fire has
burned more than 132,000 acres, destroyed 57 homes and
caused one fatality. It is now fully contained.

Thankfully, while the sites were damaged, none were
destroyed, the archaeologist explained.

At the Santa Lucia Preserve, 47 sites were flagged so fire-
fighters and heavy equipment operators would know they

Firefighting bulldozers
damage native sites
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