
Neighbor fears ‘constant sound’ from MPCC 
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As some residents still fight 
beach fires, pits withstand storm

By MARY SCHLEY

STORM-DRIVEN SURF that covered Carmel Beach
over the weekend battered and drenched the metal fire pits
installed on the sand during the past few months as part of
the city’s attempt to control wood beach fires. But the heavy

metal pits, which are anchored in the sand, survived the
waves and were again being used by beachgoers enjoying this
week’s warmer evenings and stunning sunsets.

“The surf was higher than we anticipated,” city adminis-
trator Chip Rerig explained, after several people asked why
the pits weren’t taken to higher ground in anticipation of the

waves.
According to the beach fire plan that was

approved by the city council and survived an appeal
to the California Coastal Commission this summer,
wood fires are banned on the sand, but can still be
built in up to a dozen wood-burning fire pits on the
sand south of Eighth Avenue. Fires are only allowed
between the hours of 4 and 10 p.m.

The program, which prohibits all other wood
fires, was designed to reduce the amount of wood
smoke in the air and keep the resulting charcoal out
of the sand, while still allowing some people to
enjoy a tradition that has been in practice for a cen-
tury.

The plan also calls for removing the pits at the
end of the busier season, in anticipation of the win-
ter storms that ultimately strip the sand from the
beach. 

“The coastal development permit says they will
be removed on or about Nov. 1, so we’ll see how that
goes,” Rerig said. “We’ll keep them out there for as
long as we can.”

By MARY SCHLEY

‘SALES ARE brisk,” according to Michael Waxer, who
is spearheading the sale of 80 acre-feet of water rights on
behalf of Clint Eastwood’s Malpaso Water Co. 

After abandoning development potential at the Odello
artichoke fields and donating the land for a flood-control
project, Eastwood received permission from state and local
agencies to sell some of the water that had historically been
used on the property to people who need it in the City of
Carmel-by-the-Sea and in the Carmel River Watershed. 

The water is being sold for $240,000 per acre-foot — for
a total of about $19.7 million — and half of it has already
been taken, according to Waxer. The minimum amount that
can be purchased is a tenth of an acre-foot. An average home
needs about three-tenths of an acre-foot.

Hot commodity
Demand for the water is great, since none has been avail-

able for more than 20 years. Still, not all of Eastwood’s water
is being sold at once.

“We didn’t want people to think they had to be first in line
to get it,” Waxer said. “We didn’t want it to be a Black Friday
kind of thing, so we set up blocks of time.”

The goal is to make it possible to put off buying water
until a project is ready for it. “People who want to move
quickly can move quickly, but people who don’t want to don’t
have to,” he explained. “So, we have November-December

Half of Eastwood water
already spoken for
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Waves left a fire pit on the beach filled with seaweed after drowning it in foamy
seawater during last weekend’s storms.
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The new bell destined for the World War I Memorial Arch is hanging
safely in the American Legion Post until it can be installed. 

By MARY SCHLEY

THE NEWLY cast bell slated to be placed in the World
War I Memorial Arch at Ocean and San Carlos arrived a cou-
ple of weeks ago and is safely tied to a beam in the American
Legion Post 512 hall until it can be installed. But that won’t
be until sometime in November, according to city administra-
tor Chip Rerig, despite the fact the people who came up with
the idea and raised the money for the bell planned on being
able to hang it and ring it for the city’s centennial at the end
of the month.

Cast according to drawings by the arch’s architect,
Charles Sumner Greene, the bell was paid for with donated

New bell ready for 
WWI Memorial Arch

By KELLY NIX

A PROPOSED renovation project at Monterey
Peninsula Country Club that would include nearly 9,000
square feet of terrace space is exasperating some neigh-
bors, who contend the development will mean “constant”
noise and other problems.

The private country club, established in Pebble Beach
in 1925, has applied to expand its clubhouse and add out-
door dining space, which neighbor Tony Cannizzaro, who
lives on the 18th Hole of MPCC’s Dunes Course, main-
tains will cause wildlife, lighting and privacy issues. His

biggest concern, though, is noise. 
“Can you imagine that constant sound?” said

Cannizzaro, 65, who lives about 100 yards away from the
clubhouse on the 18th Fairway of the Dunes Course. “I
will never be able to turn it off. It will be like having a
radio constantly on. I’ll have to be a hermit in my home.” 

Cannizzaro, a marshal with Spyglass Hill Golf
Course, said he moved with his wife, Margaret, to Pebble
Beach from Los Gatos four years ago for the tranquility
of the forest. He said they paid “more than $1 million”
for their house on Wranglers Trail Road. 

“It’s going to be the noise of constant cutlery, silver-
ware, glasses and piped-in music, and conversations on
top of it,” said Cannizzaro, who also believes the project
would cause the value of his property to plummet.

‘Good relationship’
MPCC general manager Mike Bowhay said the club

has been transparent about the project and has tried to
ameliorate concerns with the few neighbors he’s heard
from.

“We have done some fairly large-scale projects, and
we’ve always had a good relationship with our neighbors,
and we want to continue that,” Bowhay said.
“Throughout this process, we are going to strive to do
that.”

The remodel was sparked, in part, by the success of
MPCC’s Dunes Shelter restaurant, which features indoor
and outdoor dining, heaters, fire pits and an outdoor
pizza oven. (An outdoor pizza oven is not proposed in the
MPCC renovation.) 

“It’s just an improvement of our members’ experience
and one they believe is long overdue,” he said. “During
the refurbishment, we will be adding a little square
footage to the dining room, too.”

In an Oct. 12 email message to Wranglers Trail resi-
dent Patrick Arrington, who also doesn’t like the project,
Monterey County associate planner Joe Sidor said the
measures MPCC has proposed to minimize noise are suf-
ficient. 

See BELL page 17A

By KELLY NIX

CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATE Jimmy Panetta
raised an impressive $440,000 in campaign contributions
in the third quarter, which puts him far ahead of
Republican rival Casey Lucius, who received $130,000
during the same period. 

Panetta’s contributions included $286,515 from indi-
viduals and $154,475 from political action committees,
according to figures released by the U.S. Federal Election
Commission. 

Panetta’s big donors were agribusiness heavyweights
such as George Amaral of Amaral Ranches, with $2,700;
Sue Antle, wife of the late Tanimura & Antle co-founder
Bob Antle, who donated $1,000; and Keith Tanimura with
Tanimura & Antle, who also donated $1,000. Other con-
tributions included $1,700 from car dealership owner
Peter Blackstock, $2,700 from Washington D.C.
Democratic strategist Harold Ickes, and $350 from attor-

Panetta continues to
rake in big bucks in
congressional race


