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Dramatic arrest after man throws bat, makes threats
By KELLY NIX

P

ACIFIC GROVE police responded in force
Wednesday afternoon to pull over and arrest at
gunpoint an Avila Beach man they say made
threats, yelled racial slurs and hurled things at
other motorists, including an aluminum baseball
bat and a beer can.
Officers responded to a noon call about a driver on the 300 block of Lighthouse Avenue who
was waving a bat and yelling slurs. Police then
received a second call that the man was yelling
and had thrown a bat at a driver on the 300 block
of Junipero Avenue.
“Additional calls were received describing a
third incident of the driver throwing a beer can at
PHOTO/ROBERT PACELLI
a vehicle and threatening others with a shovel,”
As a police officer aims his weapon Wednesday afternoon in downtown
according to Pacific Grove police.
Witnesses gave police a partial license plate Pacific Grove, other officers arrest John Ensor, an Avila Beach man they say
number for a silver Chrysler Pacifica van. Offi- made threats and racist remarks to Black and Asian people.
cers spotted the vehicle on Lighthouse Avenue
near 19th and conducted a “high risk traffic stop” of the rest.
driver, later identified as John Charles Ensor, 48, from AviThough police say Ensor was initially reluctant to folla Beach.
low commands, he eventually complied and was taken into
At least 10 police officers responded, many of them custody without a fight. Witnesses, police said, positively
pointing firearms at Ensor’s vehicle to force him out, as identified Ensor, who was taken to Monterey County Jail
numerous passersby watched the scene unfold, some using on suspicion of driving under the influence with a prior
their phones to record it. Photographer and P.G. resident
See ARREST page 23A
Bob Pacelli was there and took photos of the dramatic ar-
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HALF-DOZEN candidates will appear on the Nov.
3 ballot for mayor and two city council members. When
the filing period closed Wednesday afternoon, incumbent
Mayor Dave Potter and community activities commissioner Judy Refuerzo had qualified for the mayoral race, while
incumbent Bobby Richards will be joined in the contest
for city council by businessman Graeme Robertson and
former forest and beach commissioners Karen Ferlito and
Mo Massoudi.
Battle for mayor
Potter, who beat incumbent Steve Dallas in the 2018
race for mayor, has a lengthy history in politics, having
served on the Monterey County Board of Supervisors and
the City of Monterey’s council and planning commission
for years. He was also a member of the California Coastal
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Hospitalizations
for virus set record
n DA warns about wedding receptions
By KELLY NIX

T

HE MONTEREY County Health Department
Thursday reported the biggest jump in the number of people hospitalized with coronavirus since the epidemic began, while also reporting the second highest increase in
the number of new cases. In addition, five more county
residents died while infected with the virus.
In unfortunate statistics released Thursday morning,
the number of people hospitalized with the virus climbed
from 352 to 371, an increase of 19 — the highest jump
Concours Week may have been canceled, but some speed
demons say they’re coming to town anyway — see page 5A

Commission for 12 years.
According to the candidate’s statement he filed with the
Monterey County elections department, Potter said he remains “committed to preserving our heritage, making services more efficient and accessible, protecting the quality
of life for our families, improving public safety, ensuring
fiscal responsibility and continuing to respect the public

since Aug. 9, when the county reported 16. New virus cases Thursday also climbed, from 5,628 to 5,803, an increase
of 175, which marks the second highest increase since the
start of the pandemic.
Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula
spokeswoman Monica Sciuto Thursday reported the hospital has a dozen Covid-19-positive patients with three in the
intensive care unit. Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital has
19 patients, including 12 “considered to be at an elevated
level of care,” spokeswoman Karina Rusk told The Pine
Cone. Natividad Medical Center is caring for 23 patients.
In all, 371 people in the county have been hospitalized with the virus. Though the county doesn’t indicate in
which cities those hospitalized reside, it does report their
race and ethnicity. Of the total, 293, or 84 percent, have
been Hispanic or Latino, while 33 Whites, nine Blacks or
African Americans, and 12 Asians have had to be admitted
to hospitals.

See ELECTION page 19A

See VIRUS page 19A

Six qualify for Nov. 3 election for mayor, council
By MARY SCHLEY
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Oh dear, how did you manage to do that?
By KELLY NIX

A

CLUMSY young buck found himself in a serious
pickle this week when he somehow managed to get his antlers entangled in a rope swing in a yard in Carmel Valley.
SPCA officials said the frustrated deer was caught for at
least 24 hours.
SPCA for Monterey County spokeswoman Beth
Brookhouser said gardeners spotted the animal about
11:15 a.m. Tuesday with the rope around his modest rack
of antlers and called 911. A brief video released by the
SPCA showed the deer twisting and turning, hopelessly
struggling to free himself.
“The buck had been stuck for at least a day” at the property on El Caminito, Brookhouser said.
Monterey County Regional Fire District firefighters
and employees with the SPCA’s Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation Center responded. SPCA technician Kristen
Reyes climbed the oak tree to hold the rope up to limit
the buck’s movement, while Fire Capt. Scott Fenton cut
the rope.
See DEAR page 23A

PHOTO/COURTESY SPCA FOR MONTEREY COUNTY

The SPCA believes this buck in Carmel Valley was trapped for a
full day after his antlers got wrapped around a rope. He had to be
pinned down while rescuers cut the rope and set him on his way.

Intern taking census of what goes bump in the night at Point Lobos
By CHRIS COUNTS

V
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A family of racoons, a bobcat and a coyote
captured on camera during the last several
weeks at Point Lobos State Reserve.

ISITORS POUR into Point Lobos State Reserve every summer to see the abundant marine life, explore the
tide pools and enjoy the sweeping views of Carmel Bay.
Easy to access, relatively flat and close to town, it’s about
as civilized a park as you could imagine. But few realize
that lurking in the pines and dense vegetation of Point Lobos is an assortment of wild animals that keep their distance from the crowds.
By studying footprints and scat — and capturing live
See CENSUS page 18A
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